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Health care reform is a major issue under consideration by the United States Senate and 
the House of Representatives. Our elected representatives will consider various legislative 
proposals regarding health care reform.!

I believe it is important to share with you a copy of the letter I have sent to our senators 
from Washington state and the members of the House of Representatives from Western 
Washington: The letter reads as follows: !

"As a member of the 103rd Congress you will debate and vote on many issues, but none 
that will touch each of our lives as personally as health care reform legislation. We ask you 
as you face many difficult decisions to assure that our law is based on fundamental 
principles that promote universal coverage, protect the common good, and respect human 
life.!

"At this time we are not supporting a specific piece of legislation, but will be evaluating bills 
to see how they affect the unserved, uninsured, undocumented, and unborn. These 
groups of people are our essential priorities, and we are writing to ask you to assure their 
inclusion in health care reform. !

"As you are well aware, the Catholic community contributes significantly to the health care 
of the citizens of Washington state. As major providers of health care, we recognize the 
contributions the present system has made to the health of the people. But through our 
hospitals and clinics, through our parishes and social service agencies, we are also 
acutely aware of its limitations and failings. In addition, as major purchasers of health care, 
we experience the same financial stresses as others do in trying to provide coverage for 
our employees. !

“Our principles guide us and our lived experience urges us to add our voices to the health 
care debate in which you are so centrally involved. We write as advocates for individuals 
whose voices are not always heard. !

"UNIVERSAL COVERAGE: In our tradition, health care is a right. It does not depend on 
one's income, employment, or financial status. Universal coverage must be part of any 
legislation. The needs of the poor and vulnerable, the uninsured and the undeserved, the 
undocumented and the migrant, the disabled and severely handicapped deserve special 
consideration.!

"RESPECT FOR LIFE: Health care reform must protect life, not destroy it. Abortion is not 
health care and should not be included as a part of a basic benefit package; nor should 
people be forced to pay for it. It is both morally wrong and politically unwise to insist that 
abortion be a covered benefit when this issue so divides our nation. 

April 14, 1994

Health care reform: A letter to legislators

Continued on next page



"PROTECTING THE COMMON GOOD: Any acceptable plan must control escalating 
health care costs. Health care will only be affordable if there is cost containment. With 
limited resources, difficult decisions will have to be made in order to ensure universal 
coverage for an adequate benefit package. !

"We, along with the staff of the Washington State Catholic Conference, are available to 
you as a resource as you debate these fundamental issues. We bring a particular 
perspective and expertise regarding health care reform, especially in Washington state. !

"The task before you is not an easy one. Special interests from all sides will claim your 
attention. We assure you of our prayers, and ask that you include the health care needs of 
all our people, especially the poor and the most vulnerable." !

It is important that members of our community write to or call our representatives in 
Congress. It is important to let our elected senators and representatives know the 
principles that guide us in making moral decisions, especially our respect for life from the 
moment of conception to the respect for each and every human being. Health care reform 
is far too important an issue to ignore. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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