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The Progress

So often after we have a significant event take place in our lives as individuals, as a 
nation, and even as a community of faith, we are very conscious of the time, effort and 
energy given to the preparation for that special celebration. This is especially obvious to us 
as we just completed our celebration of Easter after 40 days of Lent. For many people, 
Easter is the climax, the great crescendo, the finale to a powerful liturgical season in the 
church year. !

But just as there were 40 days to journey with the Lord toward Easter, the church gives us 
40 days to celebrate the Easter season. The best guide for us during these 40 days is the 
incredible story of the beginning of the Christian community found in the Acts of the 
Apostles. Early in the Acts of the Apostles, we find a description of how the first Christians 
lived their lives. We are told they "devoted themselves to the apostles' instructions and the 
communal life, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers." In many ways, the Easter 
season is a time to say "Yes" to the risen Christ. !

The apostles’ instructions!

If any one single element describes the life of the early Christian community, it is the 
desire of the first Christians to know what Jesus taught The disciples of Jesus would take 
seriously the command that Jesus gave them to go to the ends of the earth to proclaim the 
Gospel. In the process of passing on to others the teaching of Jesus, the disciples were 
told that the Holy Spirit would be present to guide them and help them. !

Two thousand years later, we too are asked to listen to the instructions of the apostles. As 
a community of faith, we have the rich legacy of Scripture and tradition as the basis for 
what we believe. We are challenged to know our faith and live it. The recent school study 
for our local church indicated that the greatest hope of parents for Catholic schools would 
be the passing on of our faith tradition. In the essential elements of our faith, it is not a 
matter of picking and choosing what we like or what is convenient. The Easter season is a 
time to say "Yes" to our faith and the apostles' instruction. !

The communal life!

A second characteristic of the early Christian community was a commitment to community 
itself. Those first Christians knew how important it was to relate to others who shared 
belief in the risen Lord and the teaching of the apostles. They cared for each other, helped 
each other, and even shared all things in common. Today, the challenge of community is a 
need within the church. Our experience of community takes place within a parish and local 
church we call a diocese. In a parish community, we cannot be just spectators to what 
happens or anonymous faces in a crowd. Hopefully, within each parish community there 
will be opportunities to share one's gifts and talents on behalf of others. The experience of 
community is more than being a recipient of what others share; community calls us to 
share our gifts with others. The Easter season is a time to say "Yes" to community. 
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The breaking of bread and the prayers!

From the very beginning of the Christian community, it is obvious that people took literally 
what Jesus told the disciples the night before he died: "Do this in memory of me." The 
early Christians were committed to the celebration of the breaking of the bread and prayer. 
They wanted to keep the memory alive whereby Jesus could be present to them in the gift 
of his body and blood. !

The great action of the Christian community today remains the same. We are a church of 
word and sacrament. It is the Eucharist which brings us together in worship each week 
and gives us a unique identity. The Easter season is a time to say "Yes" again to Eucharist 
and the need for prayer in our lives.!

The early church definitely lived a life of faith rooted in sacramental signs and the witness 
of the members of the community who became living signs of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. As members of the church today, we have the same challenge as the early 
Christians - to be people who listen to the apostles' instructions, to live in loving 
communion, and to remember Jesus in the breaking of the bread and in our prayers. The 
Easter season is a time to say "Yes" to the legacy and gift which the early Christians 
offered us. May this Easter season be filled with grace, peace and life for you and your 
family.!
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