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The Progress

Each year at this time, it is my privilege as archbishop to visit our parish communities for 
the celebration of confirmation. !

The vast majority of the candidates for confirmation are young people in their junior or 
senior year of high school. Programs of preparation for the celebration of the sacrament of 
confirmation will vary from parish to parish. Such programs usually involve a review of our 
Catholic faith tradition and a retreat experience. !

I find these celebrations of confirmation to be a wonderful opportunity to challenge young 
people to live their faith at an important time in their lives. What is important about the 
whole process of preparing for confirmation is the experience of community. Young people 
realize that they are not alone in their search for a relationship with God. Other people 
have the same dreams and hopes. !

A spirituality for the young!

There is deep yearning in the lives of young people for “something more.” They are 
products of a culture that gives incredible importance and priority to consumerism and 
materialism. Young people seem to know deep within their hearts that there is more to life 
than the measures of success that the world offers them. !

Especially appealing to young people is an awareness of God who shares life and love 
with them. The retreat experience often gives young people an insight into themselves and 
their relationship to God. When young people celebrate reconciliation during the retreat, it 
is often a moment of deep emotion as they experience God’s forgiveness. !

Yes, the preparation for confirmation taps into a wonderful spirit of generosity and 
commitment that is part of young peoples’ lives. However, the challenge remains of how to 
help young people grow in their faith. !

The early Christian community!

Last weekend, the first reading for the Sunday liturgy described the early Christian 
community. It was a community that gathered to pray together, listen to the teaching of the 
apostles, and shared much in common. There is much wisdom in recalling what sustained 
the first men and women who became disciples of Jesus. We should look for ways in 
which we as adults and our young people might have the same experience. !

The early Christian community prayed together by breaking bread and recalling the great 
gift of the Eucharist that Jesus shared with them. Likewise, they shared much in common 
through their common concern for each other that went beyond words, and involved 
concrete actions. 
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However, what was more important is that they took the time to listen to the teaching of 
the apostles. In many ways, that is a challenge for the church today in its ministry to and 
with young people. Ways must be found to help them understand the rich tradition and 
teachings of our faith. !

The search for faith!

Our Catholic faith is a rich resource that provides a solid foundation for people to live their 
lives as disciples of Jesus. Yet, we need to share that faith by becoming aware of the 
teachings of the church. !

At the heart of that teaching is the word of God. A study of Scripture and an appreciation 
of God’s word are essential for people who want to know the story of God’s love for the 
human race. !

The history of the church provides a fantastic story of God’s presence to the church and 
God’s people in the course of human history. The realities of sin and grace, forgiveness 
and reconciliation, social justice and liturgy are but part of the great legacy that the church 
wants to share with all people. At the heart of all church teaching is the person of Jesus. !

As young people search for faith and a spirituality today, we need to provide them with the 
solid foundation of church teaching. Otherwise, they neither recognize nor understand the 
opportunity they have to discover ways to grow in their relationship to God. Religion is 
more than an emotional experience. It asks more of people than “feeling good.” Rather, 
religious faith touches the deepest core of the human spirit and encourages people to 
respond by who they are and what they do. !

All of us want the best for our young people. We can provide them with a bright future if 
we dare to share with them an understanding of faith that makes a difference. May we be 
generous in offering this gift to our young people. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be 
yours.!
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