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The Progress

The year was 1963. The Second Vatican Council was beginning to make an impact on the 
life of the Roman Catholic faith community, as well as the world in which we live. Vatican II 
would emphasize the importance of all believers as the People of God in addition to calling 
all people to holiness of life. The church also called all people to a greater awareness of 
their call to ministry as a result of their baptism. Vatican II brought new excitement and 
hope to people in the challenge to live out their faith in a spirit of collaboration. !

The impact of the emphasis Vatican II gave to the baptismal vocation is obvious in the 
involvement of gifted and talented lay people who share their gifts of ministry with us 
today. Yet, at the same time, the church recognized the importance of the ways in which 
that baptismal vocation might become more specific. In 1963, the church initiated the 
celebration of a World Day of Prayer that would ask people to pray especially for vocations 
to the priesthood and the religious life. The church chose the Fourth Sunday of Easter as 
the time for this annual celebration since the Gospel for this Sunday presents us with the 
image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.!

The vocation of marriage!

Pope John Paul II continues this wonderful tradition by calling us this weekend to pray for 
and to encourage vocations to priesthood and the religious life. The World Day of Prayer 
takes place this year during the International Year of the Family. It is good to note how 
Pope John Paul II emphasizes the sacrament of marriage as an apostolic vocation. 
Baptism consecrates and sanctifies husbands and wives, but they have the opportunity to 
achieve holiness in a unique way through the commitment they live out in marriage. The 
pope calls the family "the most complete and the richest school of humanity, in which one 
lives the most significant experiences of unselfish love, fidelity, mutual respect and the 
defense of life. Its particular task is to protect and hand on virtues and values, by means of 
the education of the children, in such a way as to build up and promote the good of 
individuals and of the community." !

The 1994 World Day of Prayer for Vocations emphasizes the important role of the family in 
the encouragement of vocations. The family has the opportunity to present young people 
with the example of unselfish love that helps young people to consider a vocation to 
religious life and priesthood. The encouragement of the family is a critical factor in the 
discernment of a vocation by young people in society today.
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The call to religious life!

Over the years, one of the greatest gifts shared with the church has been the growth and 
development of religious communities. At various times in the history of the church, men 
and women would respond to the needs of the church and articulate a religious charism 
for service to the Christian community. Each religious community has its own unique 
charism that expresses itself in countless ways to advance the mission and ministry of the 
church. At the heart of these various charisms is a fidelity to the Gospel and the church 
and service to people, especially the poor. Religious communities live out this vocation in 
a spirit of community that impacts education and health care, social service and pastoral 
life, and a special outreach to the marginalized in our society.!

In Western Washington, religious communities of men and women have been responsible 
for the growth and development of the church in a powerful way. A vocation to religious life 
is a choice that deserves serious consideration and discernment by young men and 
women in the church today. Religious men and women commit themselves to poverty, 
chastity and obedience that offer a powerful witness to the Gospel in today’s world. !

The priesthood!

As we know, the church needs priests today. Priesthood is essential for the ministry and 
mission of the church. In asking men to consider this vocation, the church asks for a 
lifetime celibate commitment. This is indeed a challenge in our culture today. Yet, we 
believe the Lord of the harvest will send laborers to serve the Christian community as 
priests. Priesthood is a vocation that can be life-giving and fulfilling in countless ways. 
However, there is a need for families, parish communities and the church community to 
encourage such vocations through prayer and invitations to men to consider this vocation. !

In Western Washington, we know we need priests to serve our parish communities, to be 
proclaimers of God's word, celebrants of the Eucharist and other sacraments, and leaders 
of the Christian community. I believe there are many men present among us who would 
consider a vocation to priesthood. However, they need to be asked; they need to be 
encouraged. !

As we celebrate this 31st World Day of Prayer for Vocations, it is a time to give thanks to 
God for all the ways in which people serve the church today. We need to recognize the 
ministry and vocation of husbands and wives in marriage. We owe so much to the 
dedicated lay people who serve us in professional ministries as well as on a volunteer 
basis. We are grateful for the ministry of religious, deacons and priests who advance the 
mission and ministry of the church. May our prayers this weekend help young men and 
women to consider a vocation to religious life and priesthood. May God's grace and peace 
be yours. !
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