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The Progress

When I was growing up, my parents enjoyed listening to one radio newscaster. Despite the 
challenges and difficulties of what was happening in our world in the 40s and 50s, this 
newscaster would always begin the report of the news by saying, "There's good news 
tonight!" That simple statement set a whole different tone for the millions of listeners who 
would gather around a radio to hear the news of the world.!
I believe there is a real need to let people know "there is good news tonight" in our church 
here in Western Washington. I once again became very much aware of this "good news" 
as I celebrated confirmation in our parish communities.!
Our churches are filled with people who come to be nourished by word and sacrament. 
The young people I met are faith-filled, enthusiastic, and looking for ways to make a 
commitment to the church. I walk away from such celebrations with a wonderful sense of 
the church being very much alive and well among our people today.!

There is a hunger!
What is most obvious is the impact that ministers who serve the church in our parishes 
have on people today. Lay people, religious, deacons and priests are powerful figures in 
our church today. In countless ways they respond to an increasing hunger and thirst 
among our people today, especially the young.!
The challenge for all ministers in the church today is to recognize the difference they can 
make in the lives of people. This challenge becomes very real and concrete when 
ministers recognize the important agenda is not their own concerns, needs or 
expectations, but rather the needs of the people whom they serve.!
To serve in ministry in the church today is a grace and a gift. It is a grace and gift for the 
minister and the people whom they serve. Mystery is not a private affair. Ministry is service 
to the church in the name of the church. Public ministry within our parishes calls people to 
a fidelity and commitment to the Gospel and the teachings of the church. To do otherwise 
is to contradict the very nature of ministry.!
There is a hunger today not for the personal opinion or reflection of individual ministers. 
The hunger that people have is for the Gospel and the rich tradition we share as people of 
faith.!

We will pass on the gift of faith?!
The church today is looking for people of faith to be ministers on behalf of the people of 
the church, especially here in Western Washington. There is the ongoing need for 
professional lay ministers whose gifts and talents make a difference when they respond to 
the needs of people. Somehow or other, we need to make people aware of the great gift of 
religious life. We need to invite women and men to appreciate the charism that various 
religious communities offer to the church and to people today. As we begin to plan for the 
reestablishment of the diaconate program in our local church, we must determine how 
diaconal ministry can contribute to the life of the church.
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We need to encourage people to volunteer to serve as ministers in our parish 
communities. Such volunteers make countless programs of religious education, religious 
formation, and service possible. Again, I believe our major priority within our Church in 
Western Washington is to find ways to support the volunteers whose gifts and talents 
make so much happen within our local church.!
Finally, there is the need for priests to serve our local church. Priests are essential to the 
life of the church. Only the priest is able to celebrate the Eucharist, the sacrament of 
reconciliation, and the anointing of the sick.!
Yes, there are challenges today for priests unlike challenges of the past. A priest today 
must respond to new expectations and demands. A priest, more than ever before, must try 
to become all things to all people. Yet, despite the challenges, our priests in Western 
Washington are responding well to all that people expect and ask of them.!
However, as we know, there is an ongoing need for more men to respond to the vocation 
of priesthood. The priest who serves a parish community can make all the difference. As 
the person who proclaims the word of God and celebrates the Eucharist and other 
sacraments, the priest becomes the essential and necessary person in each of our parish 
communities. Without priests to serve us, there is no Eucharist. Without Eucharist, we 
cannot achieve our full identity as people of faith.!

Pray for and encourage vocations to ministry!
Throughout our world, the church asks us this week to pray for vocations to church 
ministries. Lay people, religious, deacons and priests can make all the difference when 
people are looking for ways to satisfy the hunger and thirst they have for Gospel values.!
My visits to parish communities these past few weeks convince me more than ever of the 
difference that quality ministry makes in the lives of people. As I engage in conversation 
with the young people who celebrate confirmation, I pray that many of them would 
consider sharing their gifts with the church as lay ministers, religious, deacons and priests.!
From personal experience, I know the difference that the prayers of people can make. I 
would ask the people of the Church in Western Washington to pray for vocations to 
ministry on behalf of the church today. I can offer this challenge because of your prayers 
for me. I pray that your prayers will encourage people to respond to the challenge of 
ministry today. May God's gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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