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The Progress

In recent years, sociologists tell us that each generation has its own unique 
characteristics. For some of us who have lived for more than a few decades, we can 
appreciate this insight. The theme of one generation can differ radically from the one that 
precedes it or follows it. Yet, as values shift and change, there are certain constants that 
remain. One such constant for people of faith is the challenge to live our faith and to 
continue the mission and ministry of Jesus. !

Individualism is a trend of the '90s. The media, advertising, and even entertainment cater 
to this central value in our culture today. What is important for many people today is what 
is personally satisfying and fulfilling. We are told in different ways that our own personal 
experiences and judgments become the ultimate norm for right behavior and action. !

Yet, our tradition as a community of faith offers a different challenge. We do have a 
relationship to other human beings. We are part of a community of faith. We are 
caretakers of personal gifts and talents, but so much of what we possess and own are gifts 
that a good and gracious God shares with us. !

Put your gifts at the service of others!

During this Easter season, the liturgy of the church brings us back often to the early 
Christian community. A distinct characteristic of those first Christians was their sensitivity 
and consciousness of the needs of others. The Acts of the Apostles tell us that the early 
Christian community shared what they owned in common so that they might be of help to 
one another. St. Peter wrote to the early Christians and told them, "So like good 
stewards ... put your gifts at the service of one another." !

Peter uses an image that was well known in his time - to be good stewards. A good 
steward knows the gifts and resources that are available and then uses them well to be of 
service to others. As members of the church today, we too are asked to be good stewards 
where we share our gifts, talents and resources for the benefit of those in need. !

The Annual Catholic Appeal!

Each year at this time, I invite you to be stewards of the church today. l ask you to take 
part in this year's Annual Catholic Appeal. The Annual Catholic Appeal provides the 
resources whereby the Church in Western Washington is able to continue its mission and 
ministry. Moreover, this annual appeal helps us to respond to particular needs of our local 
church, such as financial assistance to retired religious and priests, ministry to multicultural 
communities, and ongoing ministry formation and education for the countless women and 
men who serve us in our local church. 
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Our gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal does make a difference in the lives of many people. 
Our gift makes a difference in our own lives as well as we benefit from the services offered 
to all of us directly and indirectly. We live in a world today where financial resources are 
absolutely necessary if we are to be a church that touches our own lives and those around 
us. !

Will you help?!

The people of the Church in Western Washington are extremely generous. I dare to ask 
for your generosity once again this year. I know that these are difficult economic times for 
some, and I would ask you to be as generous as possible. For others, who have been 
blessed with greater resources, the challenge to respond is also greater. !

The Gospel this weekend presents us with the image of the vine and the branches. As a 
community of faith, we live out that image in the relationship we have to and with one 
another. We need to recognize in charity and justice how we strengthen the life of our faith 
community by sharing our resources, talents and time. After all, we are trustees of what 
God has given to us. !

Thank you for your generosity in the past. As you prayerfully consider your gift this year to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal, know that your gift will make a difference. Will you help? May 
God's grace and peace be yours. !
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