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Will you help the church in Western Washington?
Our religious experience finds its best expression in our contact with our local parish or faith 
community. This is where we celebrate the important moments of our religious life, as well 
as where we come together each week for Eucharist. Our parish or local faith community 
nourishes us through Word and Sacrament, and meets so many of our other needs as 
human beings and disciples of Jesus. !
Yet, each one of our parishes and faith communities is not an entity unto itself. We have a 
basic relationship to what we call "the local church" or the Archdiocese of Seattle, as well as 
the church universal. It is this relationship which enables us to be a community of faith 
rooted in our tradition as well as with others here in Western Washington. !

The mission of the archdiocese!
As a local church, the Archdiocese of Seattle coordinates the ministry and mission we share 
as disciples of Jesus. The archdiocese has the responsibility to fulfill many needs which the 
individual parish or faith community is unable to accomplish by itself. Through what we call 
the Central Agency Departments of the archdiocese, programs and services are offered to 
our entire local church which touches directly or indirectly the life of each and every one of 
us. These programs range from education to liturgy, from ministerial development programs 
to an outreach to multicultural communities, from prison ministry and ministry to persons 
with AIDS to financial and administrative assistance. Archdiocesan services run the gamut 
from care for retired religious and priests to lay personnel services. Rising costs and the 
need for a balanced budget forced us to re-examine the best ways to address the needs of 
our parish and faith communities, and we hope that the coming months will enable us to 
continue educational and pastoral services, as well as ministry to and with the multicultural 
communities, in a more effective way. !

Need for your support!
As we know, when we continue the ministry of Jesus, we do so in a world of reality with 
financial costs for programs and services. Each year, an appeal is made to each and every 
member of the Church in Western Washington to support the Annual Catholic Appeal. This 
weekend, you will be asked to make your commitment for the coming year by your financial 
gift as well as your prayers for the ministry of our local church. It is so important that each 
person recognizes his or her responsibility to take part in the Annual Catholic Appeal. !
The Annual Catholic Appeal is an opportunity for all of us to reflect on our obligation to make 
stewardship a part of our lives as people of faith. Everything we possess is a gift from a 
good and gracious God. How we use what has been shared with us is a good barometer of 
our commitment in faith. Each of us has gifts to offer others within our faith community and 
our world. We can offer our time. We can share our talents. We can contribute our 
resources. We cannot just sit back and keep to ourselves what has been given to us. 
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The gift of example!
Each and every member of the Church in Western Washington is asked to make a 
commitment this weekend to the Annual Catholic Appeal. This commitment takes on so 
many dimensions in the lives of people I have met in my years of service in our local 
church. They include the couple whose children were teenagers and yet they adopted 
three small children; they include the widow who volunteers three days a week in a local 
nursing home; they include the young married couple who volunteer their time by 
coordinating a wonderful sacramental preparation program; they include the countless 
people who literally make sacrificial giving a way of life. !

Won't You Help?!
May I invite you to be a part of the 1992 Annual Catholic Appeal? Your prayers, time, and 
talents are wonderful gifts which are deeply appreciated. Thank you for sharing them so 
generously. Your financial contribution in the spirit of sacrificial giving will help our local 
church continue the mission and ministry of Jesus in the programs and services we will 
offer to you. !
Thank you for your past generosity to the Annual Catholic Appeal. May your gift this year 
reflect the goodness and giftedness of a good and gracious God who calls us to new 
faith and hope! May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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