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The Progress

Maybe it is that wisdom really comes with age. In recent years, I have become far more 
conscious of the blessings that are a part of my life. It is so easy to take such blessings for 
granted. The blessings range from life and health, to family and friends, to faith and 
values. !

Yes, I believe that the vast majority of people in our country are blessed. Yet, I readily 
admit that life could be far better for countless people, especially the poor, families and 
children, the unemployed. But at the heart of recognizing our blessings is the challenge of 
asking ourselves how we share what we have with others. !

A spirit of gratitude!

One of the signs that helps us appreciate our blessings is the spirit of gratitude. Gratitude 
is a Christian virtue that expresses our thanksgiving for the blessings we have. In many 
ways, gratitude characterizes a unique relationship we have with God. Gratitude makes us 
aware that whatever we possess, whatever we own, whatever possessions we have are 
gifts from a good and gracious God. We are trustees of what God has given to us. !

Gratitude, however, forces us to ask a question. The question is how do we use what has 
been shared with us. How do we use the gifts of our mind, spirit, heart, life, intelligence 
and possessions? Gratitude does not allow us to keep these gifts only for ourselves. 
Within the human spirit, there is a need to share our blessings with others. The perfect 
example of giving to others is the example of Jesus who literally shared life and love with 
us in an incredible way. !

“Give according to your means!”!

Centuries ago, people in Macedonia were undergoing incredible poverty. Yet, they still 
recognized that they had blessings that others did not. They literally begged to contribute 
to the needs of the early Christian community in other parts of the world. St. Paul would 
write to the people of Corinth and hold up the Macedonians as an example of Christian 
gratitude and generosity. St. Paul would urge the Corinthians and all people to “give 
according to their means.”!

To give according to one’s means is the challenge that confronts all of us each day. We 
know the demands made on our time, possession, talents, and life itself. We could well 
shout out, “How much more can I give?” St. Paul helps us to respond to this question by 
telling us, “Give according to your means!”
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Annual Catholic Appeal!

Each year at this time, Catholics in Western Washington are asked to be aware of their 
blessings. In a true spirit of gratitude and generosity, the Annual Catholic Appeal 
challenges each and every member of the Church in Western Washington to take part in 
the Annual Catholic Appeal.!

This appeal enables the Church in Western Washington to fulfill its mission and ministry. 
The generosity of our people allows the church to reach out to countless people in ways 
that make a difference. !

By sharing your blessings with the Annual Catholic Appeal, you assist the needs of retired 
priests and religious. You help the church reach out to young people and young adults 
with the powerful message of Jesus Christ. You make it possible for us to expand our 
inclusion ministry to help people with disabilities. These are but some of the services that 
become a reality when you share your blessings with others. !

Yes, the Annual Catholic appeal is a request for the financial assistance of people in the 
Church of Western Washington. However, it is also an opportunity to appreciate the 
community of faith that comprises our local church. Individually, we can only do so much. 
Together, so much more is possible. !

The blessings of our local church!

Each of us knows the blessings we have. Yet, there is also a blessing we share as a 
community of faith. It is the blessing of the Church in Western Washington. The church 
here is alive and well. Our parish communities are vital and strong. Again this year, more 
than 1,500 adults joined our church at the Easter Vigil. !

More and more men are looking at and pursuing the option of priesthood to serve our local 
church. Countless professional and lay volunteer ministers continue to serve our church. 
Catholic Community Services makes a difference in the lives of the poor, the homeless, 
the hungry. These are but some of the blessings we could well take for granted. !

It is a privilege to serve as archbishop of this local church. Yet, there is the need for your 
help and assistance. I ask for your prayers each day. I ask also for your financial help 
through your generous contribution to the Annual Catholic Appeal. How much should I 
give? “Give according to your means!” That becomes the challenge for all of us. May 
God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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