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The Progress

Mother’s Day is an amazing American phenomenon. It is a day when our culture and 
society focus on the unique gift that mothers share by bringing forth life. It recognizes the 
strong bond that exists between mother and child from the moment of conception until 
either mother or child dies. Even after death, the bond remains.!

It is good that we take time to honor, appreciate and express our love for our mothers. Yet, 
in many ways, the identification of one day each year as “Mother’s Day” could make us 
forget the gifts that mothers share with children, family and countless others every day of 
the year.!

Mother’s Day had its origins in a time period when women did not enjoy many of the rights 
and responsibilities that they have slowly acquired over the years. However, even years 
ago, society recognized the incredible gift and influence that mothers have in any society. 
It was only natural that we set aside a day to honor mothers. !

A celebration of life!

Though Mother’s Day focuses on the gift of life that women offer in giving birth to another 
human being, it is also a day that recognizes the many ways in which both women and 
men share life with others in today’s world. Women who have never carried a child offer 
the gift of life to others in countless ways through care, love, friendship. So many women 
and men deliberately choose a single life in order to bring life-giving care to aging parents 
or siblings who need their help. Religious women and men and priests share the gift of life 
to others in the pastoral care, healthcare, educational ministry and many other services 
they offer to so many people. !

When we broaden our understanding of what it means to share and celebrate the gift of 
life, then we recognize the many ways in which teachers, healthcare professionals, 
counselors, religious personnel and so many others offer the gift of life to all of us. It is 
good to celebrate their gifts on Mother’s Day as well. !

Can we celebrate the gift of life this year?!

However, it is really difficult to celebrate the gift of life when there are so many 
contradictions to life all around us, and increasing each day. Pope John Paul II tells us that 
we are living in a “culture of death” and we must preach the “Gospel of life.”!

War and violence are still realities in our world today that destroy life. As a society, we are 
withdrawing more and more support of families, especially women and children, as they 
struggle for human dignity and a minimal experience of a quality standard of life. An 
editorial in a Catholic newspaper expressed it well by saying, “The best way we see where 
we stand today is to look back from where we came. Within living memory, abortion and 
euthanasia were unthinkable. Now the first is not only legal, it is reaching the limits of 
infanticide while the latter approaches the boundary of mercy killing.”
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The presidential veto of the partial-birth abortion ban is but another flagrant example of 
how life is contradicted today. It is a further indication of how we accept the prevalent 
“culture of death.”!

Yet, there is hope!!

However, despite all that is happening, there are still so many signs of hope around us. So 
many people remain committed to the gift of life in families, in our church, in our 
community. There is an ever-growing sensitivity to the fragile and weak among us when 
we take the time to discover the gifts they share with us. Yet, so much more needs to be 
done if we are to turn the tide in favor of the gift of life. !

Perhaps the best way we can celebrate Mother’s Day is once again to be aware of that 
person whom we call “Mother.”!

If we are fortunate in having that person still alive, it could be the time to express in words 
our feelings of gratitude, love and appreciation. Such words are often the far more 
valuable gift than what the commercial world wants us to give. !

If you are like myself, and your mother has died, then you will probably do what I will do. 
On Sunday, Mother’s Day, I will make the trip through my imagination to a cemetery 
outside Chicago, walk to the grave that has a simple marker marked “Nellie Murphy” next 
to my Dad’s grave. And I will stand above that grave and say words that should have been 
said long ago. But most of all, I will say again, “Thank you for the gift of life!” May God’s 
gifts of grace, peace and life be yours.!
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