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The Progress

Each year at this time, many parish communities experience transition. It is the transition 
of leadership within a parish when pastors and other ministers assume new 
responsibilities in another parish or faith community, or they retire from their positions, or 
they step back from active ministry for a sabbatical or continuing education. There is no 
doubt about it. Transition can be a challenging experience for leaders in a parish and for 
the parish community itself.!

The parish community!

The parish is the primary place where most Catholics live out their faith. It is in the parish 
that people gather for worship, experience community, and celebrate the significant 
moments of life and death, nourishment and healing, maturity and commitment. !

Critical to the life of the parish is the pastor who has the responsibility to preach the word 
of God, lead people in prayer, and celebrate the Eucharist and other sacraments, and 
convenes and gathers people together as a community of faith. Parochial ministers who 
are appointed to lead a parish community in the absence of a resident priest share in 
many of the same responsibilities which are not unique to the ordained person.!

Parish communities have their own identity. Though all parishes live out a commitment to 
continue the mission and ministry of Jesus as part of the Roman Catholic Church, 
countless factors exist which individuate the parish itself. These factors range from 
geographical and economic, from ethnic and racial, to demographic and historical 
realities. It is so important that pastoral leaders be named to serve parish communities 
who recognize and appreciate all these realities.!

Pastoral leadership!

When pastors ask or are requested to consider a new pastoral assignment, the tension 
of transition begins for the pastor as well as for the people. Change is always difficult and 
challenging. Yet, diocesan priests are ordained not for service to one parish community 
or one group of people, but rather for service to the entire local church or archdiocese. 
Religious priests are ordained for service to the many apostolates for which the religious 
community has responsibility.!

I know what it means to uproot oneself from a ministry to people which has been 
energizing and life-giving. Transition is not easy, but the presumption exists that a 
request for a pastor to serve elsewhere is for the good of the larger community. There 
are needs in some parish communities which require the skills and competencies of a 
pastor who has been in a parish community for a brief time.
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Within a diocese, a bishop, upon the recommendation of a clergy personnel board, 
makes such requests of priests. A religious provincial does the same. As these requests 
are made, there is always the sensitivity to the people of a parish community, especially 
when the pastor has not served the community for a long time and people have just 
begun to appreciate the leadership offered to them. Transition becomes especially 
challenging for a parish community when a resident priest is no longer available to serve 
them.!

Need for faith, hope, and patience!

As pastors, pastoral leaders and parish communities experience transition at this time of 
year, what should be our attitude? Most of all, I believe we should be people of faith, 
hope and patience. We need to believe that God is present among us as a community of 
faith and we give thanks for the leadership which has been shared with us. We need to 
be people of hope who look forward to working with and relating to the new pastoral 
leadership which serves us. And we dare to be patient by allowing the new leadership 
and ourselves to know and respect one another.!

As pastors, pastoral leaders and parish and faith communities experience transition, may 
I ask for your prayers for all of them? Transition can be a call to new life and energy. 
Transition can be the catalyst for the Holy Spirit to touch all our lives in new ways. May 
we be open to the challenges of being members of the church today. May God's grace 
and peace be yours.!
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