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The Progress

This weekend we celebrate the wonderful feast of Pentecost. Fifty days have passed since 
Christ rose from the dead. The word of God has a certain urgency within the liturgy as we 
wait for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the early Christian community. The disciples of 
Jesus had wondered what would happen to them now that Christ has ascended to 
heaven. They feared for their lives, and hid out in an upper room in Jerusalem.!

But then the Holy Spirit came, as Jesus promised. The images of Pentecost are the 
symbols of wind and fire. For centuries, disciples of Jesus have prayed that the Holy Spirit 
will be present as a new wind and fire to renew the face of the earth.!

The readings for the feast of Pentecost emphasize two important themes for the church if 
it is to be faithful to the ministry of Jesus – unity and diversity. The Acts of the Apostles 
recount various experiences in the early Christian community that the church is open to all 
people. The message of Jesus cannot make distinctions of race, nationality or social 
status. !

At the same time, in the midst of this diversity, we find the experience of unity in 
acknowledging one Lord, one faith, one baptism. Yet, our unity also recognizes the 
differences that enrich the church through different cultures, languages, and religious 
devotion. Yes, the Holy Spirit continues to be the wind and fire that challenges people to 
be disciples of Jesus. !

Vision statement for the Church in Western Washington!

The feast of Pentecost this year marks the first anniversary of the promulgation of the 
archdiocesan vision statement, “A New Wind and Fire.” This vision statement contains the 
goals and priorities for the Church in Western Washington between now and the year 
2000.!

The vision statement is the work of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, which met for more 
than three years to discern the needs and to hear the voices of people regarding the 
mission and ministry of the Church in Western Washington. !

“A New Wind and Fire” proclaims a challenge to the archdiocese, parish and faith 
communities, and individuals to respond to two major goals for our local church during the 
coming years. This weekend would be a good time to review how we have responded to 
the goals of “A New Wind and Fire.”!

A Call to Spirituality!

The first goal of the vision statement is one that calls us to a spirituality deeply rooted in 
who we are as a people of faith. It is a spirituality which is an expression of our faith. For 
disciples of Jesus, spirituality finds its fullest expression in our commitment to word and 
sacrament. 
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A prayerful appreciation and understanding of the word of God is so important for people 
of faith. The word of God is not a historical record of salvation history. It is a living word 
that speaks to us today. !

Disciples of Jesus are also people who celebrate sacraments, especially the Eucharist. 
We can never forget how important the celebration of the Eucharist is for people of faith. 
The Eucharist gives us our identity as Roman Catholics. The Eucharist enables us to have 
an encounter with Jesus who offers us strength and nourishment. !

Through the other sacraments, we experience the healing power of Jesus in reconciliation 
and the anointing of the sick. We celebrate new life in the sacrament of baptism which 
reaches maturity in confirmation. Marriage and holy orders are sacraments of vocation 
that enrich our lives and the life of the community. !

Recognition of the Gifts of People!

The second goal of the vision statement is a call for the Recognition of the Gifts, Talents 
and Abilities of People within the church in accord with our faith tradition. It is a call to 
ministry that acknowledges the different expressions of service in the church today. 
Through baptism we are share in a vocation of ministry that calls each person to continue 
the mission and ministry of Jesus. !

Within the church today, there are a variety of ministries essential to the life of the church. 
We have a special obligation to encourage vocations to priesthood. This is a task and 
responsibility of the entire Christian community. !

We need to recognize the unique gift that religious communities of women and men offer 
to the church as well. We must also call forth the gifts of men and women to serve the 
church as volunteers or professional lay ministers. Our response to this second goal of the 
vision statement will make a difference for our local church in the years ahead. !

How do we respond?!

“A New Wind and Fire” sets the priorities for our local church as we approach a new 
millennium. It is important that individuals and parish communities, as well as the 
archdiocese itself, recognize the challenge of this vision statement. This is a special 
challenge for us this weekend as we celebrate the feast of Pentecost. !

Two thousand years ago, the Holy Spirit came to the first disciples of Jesus. We pray that 
this same Holy Spirit will come to us today as a new wind and fire to renew the face of the 
earth. May God’s grace and peace be yours.!

Come Holy Spirit – Be the New Wind and Fire


