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The Progress

One of the common traits we share as human beings is a concern for the future. All of us 
have a fascination about what the future holds for us as individuals, and for the world in 
which we live. I am amazed at the number of people who consult with fortunetellers. There 
are the millions of readers who read their daily horoscope to catch a glimpse of what might 
take place in the years ahead. !

Over the years, I have learned that if you want to see the future, take some time to read 
the eyes of the young. Perhaps there is no better time to read the eyes of the young than 
during this season of graduation, when young people experience passage from one 
educational level to the next. What are their plans? What are their hopes? What are their 
values? How will they use their gifts and talents? If we could answer these questions, we 
catch a glimpse of what the future holds. !

The bad news!

One of my memories of childhood is listening to the radio and hearing the news of the day. 
One particular newscaster always began his broadcast by saying, "There's good news 
today." It would be good to have this broadcaster back on the scene. The news we hear on 
radio, see on television, or read in the newspaper is far from good when it comes to young 
people. The news media released a study this past weekend with the results of a local 
teen survey that proclaimed in bold headlines: "'Teen Survey Finds Alarming Drug Use, 
Unsafe Sex." The story accompanying this headline went into detail. It stated that a 
quarter of teens have been high on drugs in school at one time or another, that nearly two-
thirds have had sex by the time they were high school seniors, and two-fifths of eighth-
grade boys said they had carried a gun or other weapon in the previous month and a half 
of them had brought weapons to school. !

If young people are our investment in the future, our society must find ways to offer 
alternatives to young people. Maybe it's the optimist in me, but if we take time to look into 
the eyes of young people who are the basis for the above statistics, I see a longing and a 
searching for something more, for values that give meaning to their lives, for alternatives 
to the choices they are making.!

The good news!

I have the privilege of meeting many young people in high school and college. They are 
young people who attend public, Catholic and private schools. When I look into their eyes 
and hear their stories, I become aware of core values and convictions. I see them as 
vibrant human beings for whom relationships, friendships and acceptance are most 
important. I am aware of the need they have to share their gifts with others. I have heard 
them cry to high heaven for answers as they experience the death or injury of a friend, or 
the sickness and death of parents or family members. What I see most in the eyes of the 
young is a search for more than meets the eye. They seem to yearn for a sense of 
purpose and meaning to their lives. They appreciate honesty and integrity. 
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I meet young people who have had troubled lives, as well as those for whom life has 
always been a good experience. Yet, young people share common worries, concerns and 
anxieties that range from communication with parents to peer acceptance. As parents and 
adults, it is so easy for us to say, "When I was your age." Yet, we know we were never 
their age in 1994. Young people face challenges and issues today that adults never 
envisioned. A haunting question for all of us is how to find ways to give depth to the vision 
that young people have of life and the future. !

The gift of faith!

The best gift I believe we can offer young people is the gift of faith. By faith, I mean the 
rich tradition we share as disciples of Jesus. There is so much in our faith tradition that 
speaks to the needs of the human heart, especially the hearts of the young. Our faith is 
rich in signs and symbols. Our faith speaks to the realities of sin and grace, acceptance 
and forgiveness, community and hope. We have the rich resources of the word of God, 
celebrations of Eucharist and reconciliation, a commitment to service of the poor and 
needy. It is tragic when we do not take time to help young people understand and 
appreciate the heritage which is theirs. !

Faith is more than "feeling good." Faith asks us to take the risk to believe in another. Faith 
calls us to accept difficult choices based on convictions. More than ever, there is a need to 
share the fullness of our faith rooted in the Gospel and our faith tradition. There seems to 
be a hesitation to "teach" doctrine and to give the young a grounding in the faith they 
profess and celebrate. !

It is amazing the difference it makes to look at the eyes of young people who see not only 
what is in front of them, but to see the present and the future through the eyes of faith. 
When you encounter such young people, you do see a future filled with hope. It's worth 
the time and investment to make such a future a reality. May God's grace and peace be 
yours. !
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