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The Progress

It's that time of year again. Bright young faces in caps and gowns are seen on television, 
in newspaper stories, and all around us as family and friends gather with young people 
for an important moment of transition in their lives. It's graduation season as thousands 
of young people complete a cycle of education from high school, college, or post-
graduate studies. !

It is a wonderful moment for all of society as this transition takes place, because, 
somehow or other, we celebrate together the achievement of younger people. 
Graduation is more than an event which touches the lives of the graduates themselves. 
Graduation tells all of us that a new generation is assuming responsibility with us for the 
world in which we live.!

Graduation is a passage into a new phase of life experiences, whether it is the transition 
from high school to college or the work force, or graduation from college or post-
graduate studies to begin a career. It should be a time of hope and excitement. And yet, 
the present moment could well militate against such hope in light of the financial needs 
of higher education and the available job market for graduates. Still, the reality of 
graduation is an important moment in the lives of young people and we need to 
acknowledge what they have accomplished.!

The gift of others - parents and teachers!

One need only live a short while before realizing that little is accomplished by ourselves. 
We are people who cry out for relationships which give meaning and purpose to our 
lives. As we celebrate graduation with our young people, we must give thanks to all 
those who have brought them to this unique moment in time.!

Parents deserve special recognition on graduation day. They have shared the gift of life 
and love with their children and hopefully provided the setting of love and faith which 
makes quality education possible. In so many instances today, it is a single parent who 
has had the responsibility for this awesome task. The spotlight these days is on the 
graduate, but it is good to recognize as well the sacrifices and tears, the worries and 
anxieties which provided the support and encouragement for graduation day to become 
a reality. I hope that parents and graduates take the time to let each other know how 
important they are to one another.!

No group in our society needs greater recognition than teachers, without whom 
graduation would not be a reality. Each year my respect for teachers and administrators 
grows, especially those magnificent men and women who not only impart facts and 
information, but who challenge young people to think, who see their position as more 
than a task or function, but as a vocation in the best sense of the word. In so many ways, 
I believe the quality of our teachers determines the quality of life in our community. May 
we strive to find ways to recognize the teachers and administrators to whom we entrust 
our children.
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Create a future to believe in!

Graduates themselves will hear the words of peers and adults often during this time of 
year. They will hear challenges of hopes and dreams which they are asked to make a 
reality. However, underneath all the words there seems to be an unspoken hope that the 
graduates will take their gifts and what they have learned to help create a better world 
than the one into which they were born.!

There is no doubt about it. Graduates of today will shape our future, but my hope each 
year at this time is that they will create a future that is determined not by convenience, or 
a profit and loss statement, or a passion only for their own needs. I hope each year that 
our graduates will create a future in which they take the risk of believing in themselves, in 
others, and especially in a good and gracious God who has shared so much with them. I 
pray they will create a future to believe in.!

To everyone who has been a part of the educational enterprise which makes graduation 
day possible, thank you. To the graduates themselves, may you discover the exhilaration 
of believing in yourselves and discovering what is really important in the process. May 
God's grace and peace be yours.
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