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The Progress

It was six months ago this week that I entered Providence Seattle Medical Center. As you 
know, I was extremely sick, far sicker than I ever imagined. In fact, as people recount for 
me those first days I spent in the hospital, I am more grateful than ever to be alive today 
as a result of God’s providence and the prayers of people.!
The time in the hospital was challenging. I regretted especially the inability to keep 
commitments I had made. However, I will never forget the time in the hospital in mid-
December when I asked to meet with three young men who were to be ordained to the 
diaconate on the last two Sundays in December.!
I wanted to see them to congratulate them and to thank them for the gift they were offering 
to our local church. I also wanted them to know how much I wanted to ordain them to the 
diaconate. !
I had come to know these men well over the past few years. It would have been with pride 
and joy that I would have called them to holy orders. I remember crying that day as I told 
them I was too sick to ordain them and that I would pray for them. And I asked them to 
pray for me that God would grant me the gift of life that would enable me to ordain them to 
priesthood on June 7. !
I never dreamed that prayer would be answered. Yet, it hopefully has been. On June 7, it 
will be my privilege at 10 a.m. at St. James Cathedral to ordain David Mayovsky, Kurt 
Nagel and James Northrop to priesthood to serve the Church in Western Washington. !

Priesthood: A gift to the church!
To ordain three men to the priesthood to serve our local church is a privilege and a grace. 
It is wonderful to see three gifted men willing to make a commitment to be proclaimers of 
God’s word, celebrants of the Eucharist, and leaders of God’s people.!
Most of all, this is an exciting moment in the history of our local church because we need 
priests to serve us. Only priests can celebrate the Eucharist. Without Eucharist, we are 
unable to fulfill who we are as people of faith. !
Yes, much is asked of candidates for priesthood. Priests must be willing to be public 
ministers of the church who teach, preach, and live the word of God. They must make a 
lifelong commitment to serve the church. !
At a time when people are reluctant to offer lifetime commitments, it is a blessing to have 
three men share this gift with us. Moreover, candidates for priesthood make a commitment 
to celibacy which becomes a unique witness of love of God and love of God’s people in 
today’s world. As priests, David, Kurt and James will be collaborators with other ministers 
in the church to build up the kingdom of God.
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Vocations to the priesthood!
One of the major responsibilities of every Catholic community of faith is to encourage 
vocations to the priesthood. Vocations to priesthood do not happen by accident. They are 
the result of encouragement and prayer. Such encouragement must come from us who 
are God’s people in the church today.!
We must find ways to identify, encourage, and ask qualified candidates to priesthood to 
consider a vocation to priesthood. Such candidates must be people of faith who recognize 
the challenge of ministry in the church today. !
Priesthood is not just a job or a series of tasks to be accomplished. It is living out and 
preaching in word and deed the marvelous mystery of God’s love in a unique way. 
Priesthood becomes a life-giving and energizing experience for those willing to respond to 
God’s invitation.!

Come join the celebration!
Ordaining men to the priesthood is one of the great privileges in the ministry of a bishop. It 
is a celebration not only of the candidates themselves, their families and friends. It is a 
community celebration.!
I would like to invite you to come to St. James Cathedral at 10 a.m. on Saturday June 7. 
Come join a celebration that rejoices in the commitment that David, Kurt and James will 
make on behalf of the Church in Western Washington. !
In powerful symbols, rituals and prayers, the church will celebrate the ordination of three 
priests. It will be my privilege to be the bishop that will lead the community in this unique 
moment of grace. !
Six months ago, I prayed that I could be present for this celebration. I never dreamed that 
my prayer would be answered. I give thanks to God and to countless people for helping to 
make my prayer a reality. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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