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The Progress

In the celebration of confirmation, there is a powerful prayer that it is my privilege to offer 
to God before I anoint each person with the sacred chrism. I ask God to send the Holy 
Spirit upon the candidates to be their helper and guide.  I pray, "Give them the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgment and courage, the spirit of 
knowledge and reverence. Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence."!

In my ministry as bishop, l have offered this prayer countless times in the celebration of 
confirmation. However, it is also a prayer that I offer this weekend as we celebrate the 
feast of Pentecost. It is also a prayer that gives deeper meaning to the vision statement for 
the Church in Western Washington for the next five years - "A New Wind and Fire." As we 
emphasize priorities of spirituality and ministry in our own lives and our parish 
communities, we know we will need the Holy Spirit to be our helper and guide. !

Wisdom and understanding!

We ask first for the gifts of wisdom and understanding. Wisdom is indeed a precious gift 
that enables people to see and evaluate aspects of everyday living in relationship to God. 
It is the ability to grasp the deeper meaning behind what happens in our lives. It connects 
us to our faith. !

The gift of understanding goes beyond wisdom and helps us comprehend our human 
experiences in light of God's presence. Understanding offers us insights into the full 
meaning of our faith to help us direct our actions and lives to God. !

Right judgment and courage!

The ability to make the right judgment at all times is the result of prudence. Right 
judgments do not happen by accident. Prudence asks us to reflect and discern on the 
choices that confront us. Moreover, prudence encourages us to seek counsel and advice 
before we act. !

It is the gift of courage that sustains us as we live out the challenge that the Holy Spirit 
offers to us. In the face of suffering, difficulties and temptations, courage enables us to be 
faithful to all that God asks of us. Courage is the strength that supports us in our ongoing 
commitment to be disciples of Jesus, no matter what the risk or cost. 
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Knowledge and reverence!

The gift of knowledge goes beyond wisdom and understanding. Knowledge helps us 
grasp divine truths even when the human mind finds such truths difficult to comprehend. 
The gift of knowledge readily admits our human limitations while acknowledging the 
greatness of God. !

Reverence is a gift that we automatically associate with religious faith. Reverence calls us 
to a worship of God. It asks us to set time for prayer as well as to live our lives in service 
to God and neighbor.!

Wonder and awe!

Wonder and awe are the final gifts that we ask God to share with us. In many ways, these 
gifts are desperately needed in today's world. Our society has acclimated people to take 
the extraordinary for granted. It is hard to surprise people today because of the advances 
made in technology, medicine, and science. Yet, wonder and awe need to be part of our 
lives as daughters and sons of God. !

What else should be our reaction to the gift of the Eucharist than wonder and awe? What 
other words can describe the miracle of God's grace that we encounter in the sacraments 
of baptism and reconciliation when we experience God's life and forgiveness? Wonder 
and awe overcome the great temptation to indifference where so much of what we do in 
relationship to God can be taken for granted. !

A new wind and fire!

Pentecost asks us to be open to a new wind and fire in our world and church today. l pray 
that we will recognize and appreciate the gifts of the Holy Spirit that God offers to us - the 
gifts of wisdom and understanding, right judgment and courage, knowledge and 
reverence, wonder and awe. When we are open to make these gifts a part of our lives, 
then there will be a new wind and fire that makes a difference. !

May we be open to the Holy Spirit's presence in our lives. May God's grace and peace be 
yours. !
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