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The Progress

This Saturday, it will be my privilege to ordain two men to serve as priests for the Church 
in Western Washington. There are few occasions in the ministry of a bishop that bring as 
much joy and hope as does the ordination of candidates for the priesthood. !

Priesthood ordinations are a source of joy because two more priests will be available to 
serve the people of God in our local church. Priesthood ordinations are a source of hope 
because these candidates for priesthood see value, purpose and meaning in priesthood. 
Candidates for priesthood ratify the choice that other priests have made. They become a 
sign of hope to the community, and especially to priests who know that others will continue 
the ministry to which they have dedicated their lives.!

The ritual of ordination is a powerful combination of word and actions that speaks loudly to 
the mystery of priesthood. It is worth taking some time to reflect on this ritual and to 
appreciate the liturgy of ordination. !

The Call!

After the proclamation of the Gospel, the candidates for priesthood are called by name. 
They respond to the call by acknowledging their presence and leaving the body of the 
church to enter the sanctuary. They literally leave family and friends and walk to the 
sanctuary of the Cathedral. Few steps are taken, but this simple action expresses in a 
powerful way the journey of a vocation to priesthood.!

Vocations to priesthood take root in the experience of family and friends as a result of 
prayer, support and encouragement. How fitting it is that the candidate for priesthood sits 
with family and friends and then comes forward to symbolize the service that he will offer 
to all the people of God. !

In a series of questions, the candidate for priesthood makes a commitment to be the 
conscientious servant of God's people and the faithful celebrant of the mysteries of Christ. 
He promises as well to preach the Gospel and explain the Catholic faith as well as to 
consecrate his life to God. Finally, the candidate for priesthood promises respect and 
obedience to the bishop and his successors. !

In a world and culture where it is difficult to make commitments, this series of promises is 
a wonderful act of faith and hope. The promises become a powerful witness to the entire 
community. !
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The laying on of hands and the prayer of consecration!

The candidate for priesthood lays prostrate on the floor of the sanctuary. The choir begins 
the Litany of the Saints where the entire community calls upon the saints of heaven to 
bless those who are to be ordained. The bishop then goes to the candidate and lays his 
hands on the candidate’s head in silence. All the priests who are present repeat this same 
action. In the hushed silence of the Cathedral Church, God shares power and grace. The 
bishop goes on to offer the Prayer of Consecration which asks God to share with the 
candidates the dignity of the priesthood.!

The newly ordained priests are then vested with the priestly vestments of the chasuble 
and stole. The bishop anoints the hands of the newly ordained and then presents to them 
the gifts of bread and wine. The bishop prays, "Accept from the holy people of God the 
gifts to be offered to him. Know what you are doing, and imitate the mystery you celebrate, 
model your life on the mystery of the Lord's cross." The bishop then goes to the newly 
ordained priests and offers them the greeting of peace.!

Priesthood: An essential ministry in the church!

Priesthood ordinations are a time of tremendous joy in a local church because they enable 
the church to continue the ministry and mission of Jesus by providing priests to serve the 
people of God. Priesthood is an essential ministry in the mission of the church. In 1983, 
Pope John Paul II said, "There is no church without the Eucharist, and there is no 
Eucharist without priests. How can the church exist without the ordained priesthood?" !

Yes, I am excited about the ordination of two priests this Saturday morning for service to 
the Church in Western Washington. However, I have to admit that I wish I were ordaining 
10 to 20 priests at this same celebration. Behind this wish is the sincere conviction that 
priesthood is a vocation that is enriching to the priest himself as well as to the people of 
God. In proposing priesthood as an option to qualified candidates, I am really asking men 
to consider a vocation that can be life-giving and energizing in ways that we never 
deemed possible.!

Encouraging vocations: A ministry of God’s people!

Encouraging vocations to the priesthood today, as well as to religious life, is the 
responsibility of the entire Christian community. Each one of us has the responsibility to 
ask qualified candidates to consider the vocation to priesthood. Yes, there are promises 
that a priest is asked to make and live which are countercultural in today's society. !

It is challenging to live out these promises in a spirit of fidelity for a lifetime. It is also 
difficult to live out the commitments people make in marriage, as well as in other 
vocations. We could well forget that God promises to be with us in the commitments that 
we make if we open ourselves to God's presence in our lives, if we use the resources to 
preserve the vocational choice we have made. !

I am happy to let you know that we have an increasing number of qualified candidates 
preparing for priesthood to serve our local church. However, l pray that more will consider 
this possibility. Who will ask them? Who will invite them? Who will encourage them? 
These are questions each one of us must ask. !

If you would like to see an impressive ritual of the church that celebrates the ordination to 
priesthood, come to the Cathedral of St. James this Saturday, June 10, 1995, at 10 a.m. It 
is a ritual and prayer that makes a difference. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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