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The Progress

It has been the custom within the Catholic Church for some centuries to celebrate Jubilee 
years. Such Jubilee years occur every 50 or 100 years to mark the passage of significant 
periods of time. During the Jubilee years, the church invites people to recognize God’s 
presence in time. Jubilee years are a time of renewal and reconciliation.!

The year 2000 will mark a special Jubilee year. It will introduce us to a new millennium. 
Pope John Paul II has designated the remaining years of this century as a time to prepare 
for the Great Jubilee of the year 2000. Each year has a theme rooted in the mystery of the 
Trinity. During 1997, we are asked to experience Jesus. In 1998, our attention should 
focus on how we move with the Holy Spirit. The year 1999 asks us to live the prayer of the 
“Our Father.” Finally, the year 2000 celebrates the Eucharist. !

One of the great celebrations that takes place during a Holy Year is to open a special door 
of St. Peter’s Basilica. It is through this door that pilgrims from throughout the world will 
walk into St. Peter’s. In referring to this door, Pope John Paul II tells us, “The Holy Year 
Door of the Jubilee Year 2000 should be symbolically wider than those of previous 
jubilees, because, humanity, upon reaching this goal, will leave behind not just a century, 
but a millennium.”!

The bishops of the United States have identified an image, or focus, that adapts the quote 
from the Holy Father and offers it to us as a challenge for our own preparation for the 
Jubilee Year of 2000. This theme is “Open Wide the Doors to Christ.”!

Celebrating the Jubilee Year!

For us here in Western Washington, the Jubilee Year of 2000 has an added special 
significance. The year 2000 is our 150th anniversary as a Church in Western Washington. !

Yet, if the Jubilee Year and our own sesquicentennial anniversary are to have an impact on 
our lives in the year 2000, we need to prepare now for these celebrations. If we recognize 
the challenge that asks us to “Open Wide the Doors to Christ,” we need to open the doors 
of our heart to Jesus Christ. When we do so, we then open our hearts to all humanity with 
whom we are sisters and brothers. !

During 1997, the church asks us to focus on our relationship to Jesus Christ. When we do 
so, then we recognize our relationships to God, family, our faith community and all 
humanity. A relationship to Jesus is a relationship to a person who is present to us. We 
meet Jesus in the Eucharist, in our celebrations of the sacraments, in the faith that we 
celebrate and profess. 
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The challenge of evangelization!

If we are to take the theme identified for our celebration of the Holy Year seriously, we 
must find ways to open the doors wide to Christ for people who may have walked away 
from our faith community, or people who belong to no faith community today. We must find 
ways for people to recognize the powerful presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Our 
celebration of the Eucharist each Sunday must have a priority over all other possible 
options. !

The challenge of evangelization is one that each of us must embrace. In so many 
instances, it is our simple invitation to others that makes a difference. Our invitation to 
have people return to our faith community often receives a response we do not expect. 
Our own fidelity to Gospel values and the teaching of the church becomes a powerful 
witness that inspires others to join us. !

To open wide the doors to Christ is a ministry and mission for all members of the Church 
in Western Washington. May we have the faith and courage to respond. May God’s gifts of 
grace and peace be yours. !
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