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Thanks, Archbishop Hunthausen
The year was 1978. I had been appointed bishop of Great Falls, MT – a huge sprawling rural 
diocese of almost 100,000 square miles in Eastern Montana. I was leaving the Chicago area 
where I lived my entire life and where I had served as a priest for 20 years. There was the 
expected pain of leaving what I had known as “home” and finding a new home among a 
wonderful people and a great community known as Montana.!
I was pleased that countless relatives and friends had accompanied me on that journey some 
thirteen years ago but I was amazed that not only so many people from the diocese itself would 
come to my ordination as a bishop, but that bishops from the whole Northwest would be present 
as well. Among these bishops was a man I had met for the first time – Archbishop Raymond G. 
Hunthausen.!

Meeting Archbishop Hunthausen!
I had heard of Archbishop Hunthausen as the former president of Carroll College and as the 
bishop of Helena. Friends who had attended Carroll told me of this very pastoral and caring 
person named Raymond Hunthausen. I remembered well being asked in the late sixties to 
substitute for a speaker scheduled to address the presbyterate of Helena where I would have 
met then Bishop Hunthausen, but I laugh now to think I said “No” because I didn’t want to travel 
in a small plane to get to Helena. !
Only later would I learn that the day of my ordination as a bishop on August 21st would also be 
Archbishop Hunthausen’s birthday. A priest friend of mine would also tell me that he met 
Archbishop Hunthausen that August 21st evening in 1978. The Montana sky that night was filled 
with stars and as my friend walked with Archbishop Hunthausen, the archbishop said, “I hope 
your young friend from Chicago knows how lucky he is to be here in Montana.”!
Time has a unique way of speaking to us. The intervening years since 1978 have given me an 
opportunity to become acquainted with and to know Archbishop Hunthausen as a friend. 
Through regional meetings and annual retreats, we met on a regular basis over the next nine 
years. !
I came to Seattle a number of times during those years for meetings, but also to speak at 
archdiocesan conferences, the national St. Vincent de Paul Society convention and the pastoral 
planners gatherings as well as to lead a retreat for the priests of the archdiocese. During these 
visits, I became even better acquainted with Archbishop Hunthausen.!

Ministering with Archbishop Hunthausen!
In 1987, I was asked to serve with Archbishop Hunthausen as Coadjutor Archbishop of Seattle. 
It was a unique time in the history of our church and the story of our own local church of 
Western Washington. To have served these past four years with Archbishop Hunthausen has 
been a privilege and a grace. He is a person with a keen pastoral sense rooted in an awareness 
of the Gospel and the challenge which the Gospel offers to people as well as to himself. 
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A gift that Archbishop Hunthausen shared with me from the first moment I came to Seattle was 
an honesty, openness and trust which characterized our relationship and our friendship. He not 
only shared these gifts with me, but will all with whom he worked and ministered. I have learned 
much from Archbishop Hunthausen these past four years and I hope to keep on learning from 
him as he continues to share his ministry here in the church of Western Washington.!
I have benefitted from Archbishop Hunthausen’s example in more ways than I could ever 
describe. Perhaps two words characterize his person and his ministry – integrity and fidelity. I 
give thanks to God for not only being able to hear those words but to see them lived out in the 
person of Raymond G. Hunthausen.!

August 21, 1991!
We come again to a familiar date to Archbishop Hunthausen and myself – August 21st. It is a 
day that marks a beginning for both of us. As we approach this August 21, 1991, I am more 
grateful than ever for knowing, working with, and being a friend of Archbishop Hunthausen. I 
suspect that Archbishop would say this August 21st, “I hope he knows how lucky he is to be here 
in Western Washington.” And, I do because of what Archbishop Hunthausen has shared with 
this local church which I am privileged to share as his successor. May God’s grace, joy and 
hope come to all of you and especially to Archbishop Hunthausen. 

Thanks, Archbishop Hunthausen


