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The Progress

The summer heat continues. Visitors from throughout our nation and world are still taking 
summer vacations to Western Washington. The reality of the lazy, hazy days of summer is 
still a powerful force for countless people. !

Yet, a jarring note interrupts this idyllic time as newspaper advertisements announce 
“Going Back to School Sales.” Yes, it is that time of year again when we realize summer 
no longer extends to Labor Day. College students are already packing their trunks. High 
school and college football practices will begin shortly. Soon, the summer of 1996 will be a 
fading memory. !

Yet, as summer ends, young people of all ages will return to school to begin or continue 
the exciting enterprise of growing in age and wisdom. As parents and adults, we need to 
have an interest in providing young people with quality educational experiences, whether 
in public or Catholic schools. We have the obligation to ensure that young people at all 
levels of education should be able to acquire the knowledge and skills to live in today’s 
world, as well as in the new millennium. !

Yet, as adults and parents, we also have the obligation to provide young people with a 
religious formation and education that will enable them not only to live in this world, but in 
eternity as well. !

Religious formation and education!

Religious formation and education do not begin when a young child enters a Catholic 
school or a parish religious education program. Rather, the whole process begins on the 
day of birth. Parents are the first and primary teachers of their children. !

This has become a far more challenging experience today than in years past. Yet, the best 
experience of religious education for the small child, or for the child at any age, is the 
example of parents. !

Long before the child enters school, parents have the privilege and opportunity to share so 
much with their children. They can teach their children basic prayers and religious 
practices. They can offer their children an image of God which will remain with them until 
the day they die. They can help form the basic religious attitudes the child will retain 
throughout his or her life. !

When the child enters a Catholic school or a parish religious education program, parents 
do not step back from their responsibilities. Again, the example of parents knowing and 
living their faith becomes the basic textbook for children. 
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Parents must try to have a knowledge of their faith which helps them translate the 
challenge of the Gospel into their daily lives. Parents need to give the example of 
participating in the Eucharist each week, of celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation, 
and making prayer an essential component of the home. Yes, parents not only share the 
gift of life with children, they also share the gift of faith.!

What’s important about being Catholic?!

What are the core elements of our Catholic faith that we should recognize as parts of our 
own lives and pass on to our children? We profess the central elements of our faith when 
we pray the Creed. !

However, our faith comes alive in the context of the community to which we belong that is 
a parish. Within the parish, we gather to celebrate the Eucharist, which is the continued 
presence of Jesus among us. It is also within this community of faith that we encounter 
Christ at the significant moments of our lives in the sacraments.!

We are a people of faith united with people throughout the world in a church under the 
leadership of Pope John Paul II. We are part of a church which teaches with authority and 
calls for our response. As Catholics, we recognize the rich resource of God’s word in 
Scripture and the revelation that God has shared with us. Moreover, as disciples of Jesus, 
we must be people of prayer anxious to converse with God. !

As Roman Catholics, we also recognize our obligations to be faithful to the laws of God 
and the church community to which we belong. It means we need to recognize the 
realities of sin and grace, forgiveness and redemption.!

Moreover, as Catholics we appreciate the incredible gift of liturgy which celebrates God’s 
presence among us. We also appreciate the gift that others who have gone before us offer 
to us by their lives, whether it is Mary, the Mother of God, or the saints and prophets down 
through the ages. !

These are but some of the characteristics of what it means to be a Roman Catholic. 
Finally, we need to be people willing to grow in an understanding and appreciation of our 
faith. This is a lifelong process.!

Do we share our faith with our young?!

As we look forward to the beginning of another school year, we need to give a priority to 
the education of young people. What priority do we give to the religious education and 
formation of students in grade school, high school and college? How can we best fulfill our 
obligation to share the richness, the beauty, the challenge of our faith with the next 
generation?!

Few questions are as important for parents and all members of the church today. There is 
the ongoing challenge of trying to find an answer. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be 
yours.!
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