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The Progress

I still remember the song with the lyrics which speak about the "lazy, hazy days of 
summer." There was a time even in the church when summer was a sacred time without 
meetings, conferences or special celebrations. But times and reality change. There is no 
doubt that this summer in Western Washington has been magnificent with warm and 
sunny weather, despite the lack of moisture. Yet, it was also a summer that was far 
busier that I ever dreamed or expected. However, as summer comes quickly to an end, I 
look back and appreciate so many of the activities in which I was involved. It would be 
good to review with you some of the highlights that were part of my life this summer.!

African-American Catholic Congress!

I joined a dozen members of the African American community in our archdiocese to 
attend the National African American Congress in New Orleans at the beginning of July. I 
will probably never forget the opening liturgy which expressed in symbol, song and 
prayer the powerful gift which African Americans offer to our Church.!

In light of the events in Los Angeles in May, it was also a special time to address the 
issue of racism in society and in the church. It became more evident than ever how 
issues of poverty and unemployment affect the African-American community more than 
others and the obligation we have as people committed to the Gospel to address and 
eradicate racism in our society today. It was good to be present for this Congress.!

Filipino National Convention!

Filipino people from throughout our country, as well as from Canada and the Philippines, 
gathered in Seattle from July 31st to August 2nd. It was the third such gathering and 
allowed our local church to host this convention. The theme of the convention was to 
emphasize the value of the family in the family of the church.!

Being part of SANDIWA III was an opportunity for me to be far more conscious of the 
ethnic and cultural diversity within the Church of Western Washington. The Filipino 
community enriches us with their presence among us and the example they offer of a 
strong Catholic tradition which touches all aspects of their lives. Yet, there is the 
challenge for Filipino immigrants as they encounter the American culture and a different 
set of values. We must find ways to share hospitality and welcome with all newcomers to 
our local church. It was good to share some reflections with the Filipino community and 
to celebrate the closing liturgy at St. Edward's Church in Seattle.!

Knights Of Columbus Convention!

The Knights of Columbus held their national convention this year in New York. Cardinal 
O'Connor celebrated the opening mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral. At the end of the 
liturgy, Mother Teresa of Calcutta spoke, and once again I had that rare opportunity of 
meeting and hearing a person who literally takes the Gospel seriously.
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After the Mass, Mother Teresa joined over 80 bishops at the Cardinal's residence where 
she spoke to us and each of us had the chance to meet her and talk with her. I 
introduced myself and said I was from Seattle which is south of Vancouver, BC where 
there is a community of her sisters. She immediately responded, "And we should be in 
Seattle too." I was taken back completely, and began to ask how I might follow up on 
what Mother Teresa said to me. I definitely will. Mother Teresa returned that evening to 
speak to the convention and again offered the simple but powerful challenge of asking us 
to see Christ in the face of the poor.!

We are grateful to the Knights of Columbus for all they share and do for the church in our 
State and our country. While in New York, State Deputy Ed Mertens presented each of 
the Washington State bishops with a check for $11,000 to help in the education of 
seminarians. Thank you to the Knights of Columbus.!

Parish Celebrations!

Life was likewise far from dull in the parish communities of Western Washington. It was a 
privilege to break ground with the people of St. Charles in Burlington for a new church. 
The celebration in the community of Frances for their 100th anniversary was absolutely 
delightful. It is so important for us to be aware of the rich quality of life which smaller and 
rural communities offer to our local church.!

Celebrating the patronal Feast of St. James Cathedral, announcing the commitment 
which we are making to the Hilltop community in Tacoma, and looking forward to the 
dedication of the new church of St. Joseph's in Vancouver this weekend are memories of 
this summer which will be with me for a long time. There is the joy of welcoming six new 
candidates for priesthood who are entering the seminary this fall, and there was the 
sorrow of celebrating the funeral liturgy of Fr. Jon Frankovic.!

Summer is far from being a series of lazy, hazy days. Like other seasons of the year, it is 
filled with life and hope, sorrow and tears, celebrations and faith. After all, summer is part 
of life, and life is definitely worth living today. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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