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The Progress

Over the past few years, we know that our world has changed. Changes have occurred in 
almost every aspect of human experience. Politically, there is a whole new map of nations 
which emerged from the former Soviet Union and the quest for freedom in Africa. Peace 
talks have begun between Israel and the Arab nations. !

The world of communications has dramatically changed from direct conversation between 
two people to the realities of the modem and the fax machine. Incredible changes are 
taking place as well in technology, medicine, science, and other human endeavors. !

As these changes take place, it is obvious that we also live in a world of extreme 
contrasts. The news media portray these contrasts in dramatic fashion. Yet, behind these 
contrasting realities is a challenge to make choices that could make all the difference for 
us as individuals and as a community. !

Denver and Woodstock!

The conflicting contrasts in our society really struck me this past weekend. News stories in 
print, on the radio and television celebrated Woodstock 1994. Several hundred thousand 
young people tried to recapture the Woodstock event of 1969 that became the watershed 
for incredible changes in our society.!

I couldn't help but think of this same weekend a year ago when several hundred thousand 
young people gathered in Denver for World Youth Day. World Youth Day was a celebration 
of faith and hope, an affirmation of young people to recognize the difference they can 
make in society today to reflect Gospel values. !

Life and Death!

The U.S. Congress has begun its discussion of health care reform. For over 75 years, the 
bishops of the United States have sought ways to make quality health care available to all 
people in our country. Behind this agenda is the conviction and belief in the dignity of each 
human being and the respect we must have for the gift of human life.!

Yet, in the proposals that Congress is considering, there is the inclusion of mandated 
abortion coverage under the umbrella of reproductive services. Though surveys through 
secular and religious organizations tell us that the majority of people do not want to pay for 
abortion, it remains one of the "benefits" of health care reform. How ironic it is that our 
efforts to preserve the gift of life could include the destruction of human life. 
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Rwanda and Diets!

Scanning the options on television each morning to catch the morning news offers a 
unique overview of what is happening in our nation and the world. Perhaps we have 
grown accustomed to the dramatic pictures of people uprooted from their homes as a 
result of war and violence. But it is hard to forget the pictures, especially of children, 
whose sunken faces and swollen bellies hunger for the slightest morsel of food and drink 
to keep them alive. !

In contrast, there seems to be an increasing number of television shows that cater to our 
own obesity and over-abundance. Exercise shows telling us how to lose weight are more 
evident than ever before. The contrasting agendas of starvation and over-weight are 
incredible. !

What are our choices?!

There are countless other contrasts present in our society that reflect the disparity of 
human experience. Magnificent downtown condos often hide the hopelessness of people 
under highway structures. The hustle and bustle of urban finance centers could blind us 
from seeing the dying experiences of rural timber communities. The beautiful sounds of 
stringed instruments in restaurants and fashion stores are in sharp contrast to the 
gunshots that hold communities hostage to the violence in our streets. !

I must admit that this reflection on contrasts could induce a sense of guilt. I ask myself, 
"What can I do?" As individuals, we know how helpless we are in addressing the dramatic 
events taking place in our society. !

Yet, we could choose to seek ways to work with others to make a difference regarding the 
values in our society, the issues of life and death, the challenge of hunger, poverty and 
violence. Each of us could look at the contrasts that are part of life today and choose to 
make a difference. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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