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The Progress

Mitch Finley is a journalist from Spokane, Washington who writes often on marriage and 
family issues. I always enjoy reading his reflections because they come from his own 
experience as husband and father. Recently, Mitch Finely shared some wonderful insights 
on reasons to send your children to Catholic schools.!

Mr. Finley offers five reasons, among others, why education in a Catholic school is one of 
the best gifts parents can offer children, despite the expense and other difficulties. First, 
"Sending children to a Catholic school helps them learn in the best way possible that faith 
and the Catholic tradition have everything to do with everyday life." Secondly, "In Catholic 
schools kids are just as likely, perhaps more so, to encounter a cross section of American 
society as they would in a public school." Thirdly, "Sending kids to a Catholic school tells 
them that you care about them in ways that they can feel." Fourthly, "Kids get an excellent 
education on every level in Catholic schools. Every study done in recent years shows that 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools are unequalled academically." And finally, "If 
you want to spend your money on something that will last for your children - a quality 
Christian schooling - that makes yet another reason to send them to a Catholic school."!

Parents and teachers - key to success in Catholic schools!

At the heart of the success of Catholic schools is the unique partnership between parents 
and teachers. Catholic schoolteachers are a dedicated group of people who have the 
unique challenge of recognizing that their position is a ministry, a vocation in the best 
sense of the word. As a ministry of the church, teachers in Catholic schools must reflect 
the values of the Gospel and our Catholic faith tradition not only in what they say, but in 
who they are. This is a responsibility of all ministers in the church today.!

Parents sending children to Catholic schools must recognize their role and responsibility in 
the educational and formational process. Catholic schools cannot fulfill their mission and 
purpose unless the home reflects the values taught in the school environment, The 
example of parents through church attendance and school involvement is critical to the 
success of a Catholic education which will have an impact on the total life of the student.!

Relationship to the parish!

Catholic schools must recognize their relationship to the parish community. Schools are 
not entities unto themselves which exist in a vacuum. Catholic elementary schools share a 
mission with the parish community. Parish communities must also seek quality ways to 
provide religious education and formation to students attending public schools.!

At the secondary level, where the school often becomes the primary community for the 
high school student, efforts must be made to connect the efforts of the school with local 
parish communities. Such efforts will only help to enhance the future relationship between 
the student as a young adult and the parish.
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Catholic schools do make a difference!

At a time when society is conscious of values which need to be preserved, Catholic 
education in Catholic schools seems more necessary than ever before. Ways must be 
found to offer this gift to as many of our young people as possible. We are extremely 
grateful to all those whose generosity makes it possible for us to offer scholarships to 
needy students. We do know that Catholic schools make a difference.!

The major challenge for Catholic schools is to dare to be Catholic in the best sense of the 
word, to transmit the values of our faith tradition with clarity and courage. Hopefully, a 
Catholic education will help students use their minds and hearts to wrestle with their faith 
and to be part of the wonderful adventure of discovering a good and gracious God who 
loves us and calls us to be disciples of Jesus. Parents who offer this gift to their children 
have made an investment in the future with incredible dividends.!

The Catholic School Study, in which hundreds of our diocesan and parish leaders have 
participated, draws to a close this fall. I look forward to receiving the recommendations of 
the School Study Steering Committee and it is my hope that the findings of this study will 
result in a stronger future for our Catholic schools. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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