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Beginning a New Ministry 

BEGINNING A NEW MINISTRY!
I have to admit that I woke up the morning of August 21st with an unusual feeling. I thought of 
this same day thirteen years earlier when I came to Great Falls, Montana to be ordained a 
bishop. I thought of Archbishop Hunthausen who was celebrating his 70th birthday today. And I 
thought of the new ministry which I would begin today as the third Archbishop of Seattle. !
Yes, I was nervous. Yet, in the course of the day, the nervousness ebbed as I met people, and 
especially when I gathered with people to celebrate Eucharist at St. James Cathedral. I felt very 
fortunate that I had been a part of this local church for the past four years and had become 
acquainted with people and communities, and especially the spirit of the church here in Western 
Washington. !

NEW BEGINNINGS ELSEWHERE!
Yet, as I reflect on my own new ministry in service to this local church, I was also aware of the 
new beginnings touching the lives of countless other people in our world today. The dramatic 
events of a coup in Russia and its subsequent failure made me aware of the incredible changes 
taking place in other parts of our world. !
I was happy to hear earlier in the week of the birth of children of two couples whose marriages I 
witnessed and who would be beginning the ministry of parenting newborn children as a result of 
their love for one another. !
It is good to put what happens in one's own life in perspective. The perspective that excites me 
is the realization that we are a community of people who share a ministry together of building up 
the Kingdom of God. !

WHAT ARE MY PLANS?!
Already people have begun to ask a million and one questions from where will I live to my style 
of leadership. Before Archbishop Hunthausen announced his plans for retirement, he had asked 
if I would like to live at the Archdiocesan Archbishop's residence which had been the home of 
Archbishop Connolly for many years. I do plan to reside in the apartment there, and I hope to 
use the space for gatherings of people, for meetings, for celebrations. I would like to try this 
option for a year to see how this resource can best be utilized for the good of our local church. I 
look forward to being closer to the Chancery Office and the Cathedral. I know I will give up the 
opportunity for countless good works by not having to drive I-5 each day from the north end of 
Seattle. !
Hopefully, my style of leadership will be a collaborative one that responds to the challenge of 
being members of the church today. At the same time, I hope to share my own convictions and 
priorities. I hope to take the goals which have been established by the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council and approved by Archbishop Hunthausen for the next five years and help them to 
become a reality so that the morning star will truly rise in all our hearts. 
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Most of all, I hope to continue to visit parishes, schools and institutions in the Church of Western 
Washington. If anything has given me life and vitality, it is the opportunity to meet with people, to 
listen to them, to be present for significant moments in the lives of people in our faith community. !
As I begin my new ministry as Archbishop of Seattle, I ask for your prayers. Be assured of my 
prayers for you in turn. May God's grace and peace be yours. 
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