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The Progress

On the day of baptism, parents present their son or daughter to receive the incredible gift 
of God’s life. The ritual begins with the priest or deacon asking the parents the name of the 
child. Another question immediately follows: “What do you ask of God’s church for your 
child?” The parents respond, “Faith.”!

It is amazing what this simple request implies. It begins the tremendous adventure of a 
human being experiencing God's grace and presence. However, this adventure is not only 
the action of God; it calls for the response of the child who is baptized as he or she grows 
hopefully in age, wisdom and grace. Growth in faith is a process that begins at birth and 
ends at death. Yet, the childhood and adolescent years of human existence are especially 
critical in this whole process. During these years, the child experiences the foundation of 
faith. !

Role of parents!

A child does not grow in faith by himself or herself. Rather, faith is the result of many 
factors, from the example of parents, family and friends to a whole process of formation 
and education. As parents reflect on the gift of life they share with their children, they also 
recognize that what they want most for their children is to grow in the faith that God offers 
to them in baptism. !

As a new school year begins, parish and school communities once again engage in the 
ministry of religious education and formation of young people through Catholic schools 
and parish religious education programs. Catholic schools and religious education 
programs help parents give their children the gift that they requested on the day of baptism 
- the gift of faith. !

Gratitude to teachers and catechists!

Thank you to all those who share their gifts in countless ways to make our Catholic 
schools and religious education programs a reality. We owe our administrators, teachers 
and catechists our deepest appreciation. We need to acknowledge as well the sacrifices 
and commitment of parents who are the primary educators of their children and share this 
responsibility with Catholic schools and parish religious education programs. !

Example of parents!

Over and over again, when parents are asked what they expect from the church through 
their parish community, the response remains the same: to pass on our faith to our 
children. This is indeed a challenge. It is a process in which parents themselves need to 
be involved if we are to be successful in fulfilling this goal. Parents need to recognize the 
essential role they have in passing on the gift of faith to children. 
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As our Catholic schools and religious education programs share the importance of prayer, 
a relationship to God, the Eucharist and sacraments with young people, such religious 
truths need to be important realities in the life of parents. Otherwise, the child is caught in 
the contradiction of what is learned in school or religious education programs and the 
example of his or her parents. Parents are the primary catechists of their children. If 
parents do not live out their faith in a vibrant and meaningful way within the home, 
Catholic schools and religious education programs will be far less significant experiences 
for children. !

A call to discipleship!

To pass on the gift of faith to the next generation is also to be faithful to the fullness of our 
tradition and teaching. It is far too easy today to compromise religious truth and values in 
order to conform to cultural or societal expectations. In reality, to pass on the faith to the 
next generation is to challenge young people to be disciples of Jesus. Jesus would tell us 
often that discipleship demands courage and faith if we are to be faithful to all that God 
asks of us.!

Hopefully, our Catholic schools and religious education programs will help young people 
appreciate the invitation that Jesus offers to them. Yet it is so important that we as adults 
offer the example to young people by daring to be disciples of Jesus ourselves. To pass 
on faith to the next generation is not only to share religious knowledge and the content of 
our faith tradition. It also asks us to apply our faith to the moral issues of our time. Faith is 
not a private affair. It asks us to share this gift with others. !

What does faith offer?!

There is no doubt that we measure the success of people in our world today by their 
profession, financial resources, and influence. Yet, these measures of success become 
irrelevant if we recall the question put to parents after they request the gift of faith on 
behalf of their children. The priest or deacon asks, “What does faith offer you?" The 
response is "eternal life." This is what quality religious education and formation in our 
Catholic schools and religious education programs are all about. !

May this coming year help all of us fulfill our responsibility to pass on our faith to the next 
generation. When we do so, then we offer young people and ourselves the gift we request 
on the day of baptism - eternal life. May God's grace and peace be yours. !

The challenge to pass on our faith


