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Communication: A human and religious need
No one need tell any one of us that we live in a world of instant communication. The events of 
the past few weeks have brought this reality home to us in a powerful way as we witnessed live, 
the winds of change and upheaval that have taken place in the Soviet Union. Whether it is our 
need to know the latest information from the stock market or the scores from football and 
baseball games, the media today is able to respond. !
What is critical to communication whether in person-to-person dialogue or in the reporting of 
events taking place in our world is the need for accuracy and full information. This is also true in 
the obligation we have as a community of faith, to share our religious beliefs and convictions. To 
preach the fullness of the Good News is at the heart of our ministry as members of the church 
today. !

Need for effective communication in the church!
The Catholic Church exists in the world. Its ministry is to communicate the challenge of the 
Gospel in a responsible way to the world in which we live. The church should use the modern 
means of communication to achieve this purpose in the best way possible. For this reason, the 
church in the United States has designated a weekend each year to ask people for support of 
the ministry of communication through the Catholic Communication Campaign. !
On the weekend of September 14th and 15th, 1991, Catholics throughout Western Washington 
will be asked to contribute to this annual appeal. The words of St. Paul become the basis for this 
request: "And how can they believe unless they have heard of him?" (Romans 10: 14)!
Today, more than ever, there is a need for quality effective communication through television, 
radio and the print media to preach the Good News of the Gospel. We must do so not only for 
the benefit of religious education programs for children to adults, but we must find ways to share 
our values with society at large.!

Special challenges for today!
There is a special urgency to our plea for your help this year here in the Church of Western 
Washington. On November 6th, citizens in our state will be confronted with Initiatives 119 and 
120 which deal with the realities of life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural 
death. The Gospel and our faith tradition have a powerful message about the value of life. We 
have much to say as well about social needs of poverty, homelessness, and hunger. We need to 
announce clearly and boldly what the Gospel asks of us. Our support of issues which impact our 
society must be the result of being informed and persuaded so that we can inform and persuade 
others. We can do that best when there has been effective communication of the issues 
involved. 
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A request for your help!
As I begin my ministry as archbishop of the church here in Western Washington, I would like to 
make a strong commitment to the value of effective communication. I hope that our own 
archdiocesan newspaper, The Progress, will help us be aware of the issues and stories which 
touch our lives here in Western Washington. I hope that the printed word will create dialogue on 
issues in the life of the church which will call for a greater commitment to the values of our faith 
tradition. I hope that we will be able to use the media of radio, video and television for preaching 
the Good News. We know how important these means of communication are in our world today. !
Yet, none of this is possible without financial resources. Please be generous in your contribution 
to the Catholic Communication Campaign this year on the weekend of September 14th and 
15th. May God's grace and peace be yours in every way possible. 
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