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The Progress

There is an old wise statement that says, "If you want to avoid an argument, don't talk 
about religion or politics." It would seem that a corollary of this statement would be, "If you 
want to guarantee a discussion, ask why religion gets involved in politics." In many ways, 
these two statements are worth considering as we engage in the political process once 
again this year to elect various leaders of government at the national, state and local 
levels.!

There's no doubt about it. People have strong feelings and convictions about religion and 
politics. If they don't, they should have. For some, there should be a wall of separation 
between politics and religion where religion lives in its own sanctuary and never steps into 
the political arena. Yet, the very nature of politics demands a concern for human issues, 
for values which touch and influence human life and society. Our own experience with 
politics in our nation today should make us aware that politics deals with moral issues - 
issues of abortion and sexuality, issues of hunger and homelessness, issues of war and 
peace, issues of poverty and unemployment. If we do not apply religious values to political 
choices, we fail in our obligation to be religious people who live in a world of moral choices 
for good or evil.!

Issues and candidates!

It is the church's responsibility, and the obligation of leaders in the church today, to 
address political issues in the context of moral values. In so doing, we support issues, not 
candidates. Some issues may be so identified with a particular candidate that observers 
might well misunderstand the stance of the church or church leaders. Some candidates 
might well offer strong support for one moral issue which reflects our moral and religious 
values, but that same candidate fails miserably in other areas of moral and human 
concern.!

That is why it is so important for citizens to be involved in the political process. Pope John 
Paul II tells us, "An important challenge for the Christian is that of political life. In the state 
citizens have a right and duty to share in the political life." All citizens must use their 
franchise by registering to vote and going to the polls. We need to demand information 
from the campaigns themselves and from the media coverage of these campaigns. 
Candidates need to declare their values so we can see if they match our own values as 
people committed to the Gospel. Every election year is a challenge to understand the 
issues and to vote with an informed conscience.!

The role of the church!

The church does have a role and responsibility in the political process. The church should 
offer education regarding the teachings of the church and the responsibilities of citizens. 
There should be an analysis of issues for their social and moral dimensions as we 
measure public policy against Gospel values. We must encourage people to be involved in 
the political debate by speaking out with courage, skill and concern.
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The church's participation in public affairs is not a threat to the political process or to 
genuine pluralism, but an affirmation of their importance. The church has a ministry of 
advocating the critical values of human rights and social justice. In so doing, the church 
does not seek to form a religious voting bloc nor does it want to instruct persons on how 
they should vote by endorsing candidates. Voters must examine the positions of 
candidates on the full range of issues as well as their integrity, philosophy and 
performance. Pope John Paul II has said, "Christians know from the church's luminous 
teachings that without any need to follow a one-sided or partisan political formula, they 
ought to contribute to forming a more worthy society, one more respectful of the rights of 
people, based on the principles of justice and peace."!

In this election year, the issues are many. There are multiple choices. The hallmark of a 
democratic nation is its ability to engage the voice of its people in a broad range of public 
decisions. May we all take the time and make the effort to know the issues well. May 
God's grace and peace be yours.!
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