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The Progress

Every so often, there are events and issues occurring at the same time that deserve some 
comment and consideration. I choose to address several of these topics in this column in 
order to offer what I hope will be helpful reflections. As the disciples of Jesus today, we 
need to translate our faith in ways that impact our world.!
At this time, there are four challenges that deserve our attention. They range from a 
concern for the gift of life to our need to grow in our faith, from a request to seek your help 
in two major projects of the church, to asking all members of the church to be politically 
responsible.!

Partial-birth abortions!
The Congress of the United States will be debating whether to override the president’s 
veto of the ban on partial-birth abortions. Partial-birth abortion procedures involve partially 
delivering a live fetus in the last months of pregnancy, killing the fetus and then completing 
the delivery.!
The Pro-Life committee of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops has recommended 
that we do everything possible to override President Clinton's veto of the partial-birth 
abortion ban. In fact, the Pro-Life committee of cardinals, bishops and countless others is 
gathering today (Thursday, Sept. 12) in a prayer service at the U.S. Capitol to pray for a 
restoration of a respect for human life in our nation.!
Tomorrow, Sept. 13, people are encouraged to make this day a time of prayer, fasting and 
abstinence and other acts of charity for the same intention.!
This call for prayer and fasting is a response to what Pope John Paul II said in his 
encyclical, "Evangelium Vitae": "Let us … discover anew the humility and the courage to 
pray and fast so that power from on high will break down the walls of lies and deceit, the 
walls which conceal from the sight of so many of our brothers and sisters the evil of 
practices and laws which are hostile to life." (100) In addition to prayer and fasting, it is 
important to call our senators and representatives to let them know our concern for the gift 
of life.!

Catechetical Conference!
A new annual event will be taking place this weekend at St. Charles Parish in Tacoma. 
Teachers, catechists and parents will gather for a catechetical conference that has the 
theme of "Passing on the Faith." Of all the gifts we can offer to the next generation, the 
most important is the gift of faith. Catholic schools and religious education programs 
cannot do this alone. If religious formation and education are successful, it is because 
parents and families have also invested themselves into this magnificent enterprise.!
In a special way, adults likewise need to have a greater knowledge of our faith. Most of all, 
parents and teachers must offer the invaluable gift of example. If we are to expect young 
people to live out their faith, to celebrate the mass and sacraments, then they must see us 
doing the same. It is the best gift we can offer our children. 
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Build Hope Collection!
This weekend, we are asking people in the Church in Western Washington to support the 
Annual Appeal for the Catholic Communication Campaign and the Campaign for Human 
Development. We have combined both of these annual appeals here into a single 
collection that we call, Build Hope. !
For 25 years, the Campaign for Human Development has made a difference in the lives of 
countless people through self-help projects. It has not only helped to alleviate poverty, it 
has also tried to eliminate the causes of poverty. It has generated a new spirit of hope for 
those in need.!
The Catholic Communication Campaign is an annual appeal for resources to use the 
media at the national and local level to preach the Gospel. Half of the funds collected 
remain with the local church here in Western Washington to help us in our communication 
efforts. The other half goes for national programming and media efforts.!
We recognize the importance of the media in our society today. When we use the media 
effectively, we build hope in our ability to share the message of Jesus with others in 
today's world. Please be generous in your contribution to the Build Hope collection. !

Political responsibility!
1996 is an election year when citizens of our country will choose leaders for local, state, 
and national elected offices. As people of faith, we need to exercise our political 
responsibility by registering to vote and taking part in the election process.!
Political responsibility calls us to know the issues involved and to be aware of the basic 
values that should be the foundation for the choices we make. We need to recognize that 
we are made in God's image and each person has a right to life and human dignity. We 
must give a priority to ways to help the poor and the vulnerable, especially children, the 
elderly, the disabled.!
Political responsibility challenges us to form our consciences in accord with gospel values 
and the teaching of the church. The gospel must touch our daily lives.!

A final word!
I admit that I raise many important issues in these brief reflections. I pray that we might 
respond with courage and faith to the challenges I have shared with you. May God's gifts 
of grace and peace be yours in abundance.!
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