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The Progress

Each year as school begins I always take some time to pray for that wonderful group of 
people whom we would well take for granted: the teachers of our young people. Few 
people have as awesome a responsibility in our society as do teachers. By teachers, I  
mean all those gifted women and men who teach in our public, private and Catholic 
schools, as well as the countless others involved in religious education programs in our 
parish communities.!
At the heart of teaching is the process of communication. How do teachers transmit ideas, 
facts, information? How do teachers help young persons to think critically? How do 
teachers transmit values which will make a difference? Education today uses many 
methods to accomplish these goals which engage the students through sight and sound. 
Yet, teaching has become more challenging today as young people have grown up in a 
world of television, instant communication, and the powerful impact of advertising which 
creates its own set of values as to what is important and unimportant.!

Communication: A ministry of the church!
Communication is also a ministry in the church. The church is also a teacher. Centuries 
ago, Jesus would tell the first disciples to preach the good news of the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth. In earlier centuries, this was perhaps a far easier task. It has become far 
more challenging today.!
Various studies tell us about the impact of newspapers, radio and television on people 
today. The present political process in which we are engaged recognizes the importance of 
the media in encouraging voters to choose a particular candidate or endorse a specific 
issue. So many values for people of all ages are determined by the modern media of 
communication. This reality makes it so important for the church to be engaged in 
communication in every way possible if it is to continue the mission and ministry of Jesus.!

Communication: Incredible costs!
Effective communication can be expensive. There are tremendous costs involved in using 
the media, whether in print, on radio or television. Yet, the church in our country is trying to 
face this reality by calling on people to support its communications ministry through the 
annual Catholic Communication Campaign collection each year. This collection takes 
place in all our parishes next weekend.!
Half of what is collected in our local church remains here in Western Washington to help 
us respond to the challenge of communications through radio, television and the printed 
word. The other half is sent to the national office to help finance media projects on the 
radio and television networks, as well as in the motion picture industry. For instance, the 
remarkable motion picture “Romero,” was given a grant by the Catholic Communication 
Campaign.!
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The need is urgent!
There is no more challenging time than now for us as a community of faith to look for all 
possible ways to communicate the values of the Gospel and our faith tradition. There is an 
urgency for us to use the modern means of communication to fulfill this goal. The media 
help us tell the story of men and women who are heroes and heroines worth imitating as 
they live out gospel values. We need to use the media to help share the teaching of the 
church with our young people. This is so important when it comes to issues of integrity, 
honesty, sexuality, vocation and faith.!
It is obvious so much needs to be done if we are to be effective communicators in today’s 
world. Your contribution to the Catholic Communications Campaign will help make a 
difference. Please be generous. There is so much at stake: the values of the present 
generation and the values we pass on to the next generation. May God's grace and peace 
be yours.!
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