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The Progress

For more than 20 years, the bishops of the United States have asked Catholics and all 
people of goodwill in this country to celebrate the month of October as a time to respect 
the gift of life. !

In many ways, this annual celebration responds to the challenge that Pope John Paul II 
offered to us in the encyclical, “The Gospel of Life”: “We are facing an enormous and 
dramatic clash between good and evil, death and life, the ‘culture of death’ and ‘the culture 
of life.’ We find ourselves not only ‘faced with’ but necessarily ‘in the midst of’ this conflict: 
we are all involved and all share in it, with the inescapable responsibility of choosing to be 
unconditionally pro-life.”!

At the heart of the pope’s encyclical on the gift of life is the need to recall the question 
Cain asked centuries ago: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” We need to reject the response of 
Cain and find ways to affirm the gift of life that we could well take for granted. !

A call to conversion!

A commitment to the Gospel of life is a conversion experience. It is a conversion to the 
Lord of life. It is saying and living a “Yes” to the gift of life. Our “Yes” to the gift of life comes 
from the personal dignity of every human being created in the image of God. We owe each 
other respect, generosity, and service. Such respect must reject abortion, euthanasia and 
any other action that would deprive our weaker brothers and sisters of the fundamental 
right to life. !

The Gospel of life embraces a commitment to protect the gift of life from the moment of 
conception to the moment of natural death. Unfortunately today, our society seems to 
emphasize that we need not value the gift of life present in those who are weak, disabled 
or dying. !

We could well forget that weakness could well be a gift to the strong, that suffering could 
be a gift to the healthy. Somehow or other, we need to recapture a sense of wonder and 
awe for the gift of life present in every human being. !

Contradictions of life!

There is no doubt that abortion and euthanasia are issues that contradict the gift of life. 
These are the issues which capture our attention. Yet, we must not forget the countless 
other ways in which we tolerate the contradictions of the gift of life in our society. !

Violence in our schools, communities and families reflects yet more contradictions of the 
gift of life today. Violence creates a climate of fear that dehumanizes relationships. We 
need to find ways to eradicate violence in all its forms and expressions. 
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The Gospel of life calls all people, and especially the young, to appreciate the value of 
chastity. Chastity is the successful integration of sexuality within the person. Teaching 
chastity to young people empowers them to love themselves and to love others as well. 
Moreover, it spares them the harmful consequences of extramarital sexual relations. 
Chastity offers people true friendship, respect for life and for the opposite sex. !

What can we do?!

During October, we should look for ways in which we can promote a respect for the gift of 
life. We need to know the issues and the challenges confronting us. We need to come 
together in prayer and fasting to ask God to help us preach the Gospel of life. Most of all, 
we need to look within ourselves and see how we respect this incredible gift that God has 
given us. !

Yes, life is a gift from a wonderful, good and gracious God. May we never take it for 
granted. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours in abundance. !
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