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The Progress

This week, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops is issuing an important statement 
for reflection, discussion, and prayerful discernment. The release of the statement 
coincides with the visit next week of Pope John Paul II to the United States.!
The statement addresses the issues of abortion and euthanasia. However, unlike prior 
statements that outline educational, legislative and pastoral strategies for overcoming 
abortion and euthanasia, this statement asks us to look at the fundamental moral failures 
at the personal and social levels that create the abortion and euthanasia mentalities.!
Entitled "Faithful for Life," the statement uses the familiar parable of the Good Samaritan 
and asks us, "Who is my neighbor?"  It is far too easy to restrict our understanding and 
appreciation of who our neighbor is to be a relative, a friend, or a person to whom we have 
made a commitment. In reality, anyone lying helpless in that ditch is neighbor to each of 
us.!
Abortion and euthanasia destroy the lives of those most helpless in our society – the 
unborn, the elderly, as well as the weak and frail among us. As individuals and members of 
society today, we need to recognize our "neighbor" in those who depend on others for 
survival.!

Need for fidelity!
There is a crying need today for individuals and our society to recognize the need for a 
new appreciation of fidelity. It is the virtue that must undergird the soul and character of 
individuals and our nation. Fidelity calls us to have an unwavering loyalty not only to those 
we choose, but to all those who have been given to us. In reality, we have been chosen by 
a loving God and we need to go out of our way for others as the Good Samaritan did.!
Unfortunately, in the American hierarchy of values, "choice" has replaced fidelity. The 
result is incredible suffering to other human beings. "Choice" creates the climate that 
undercuts our commitment to those most in need in society. The most shocking 
consequences of a "choice" mentality are that it gives a license to kill the neediest 
persons, those who depend on us for their very survival – the unborn, the elderly, the sick 
or disabled within our families.!
This disdain for the gift of life has its roots in the breakdown of family relationships. "When 
a people lose confidence in fidelity between husbands and wives, it is an easy leap to 
imagine that other fidelities – of parents to children, and of adult children to their elder 
parents – no longer need to be permanent, for-better-or-for-worse obligations."!
Society today in countless ways calls people to pursue their own interests, satisfactions 
and pleasures which respond to a lifestyle of "choice." There is a need today to consider a 
stark alternative to this empty lifestyle: fidelity.
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Freedom versus commitment!
Human beings have the great capacity to exercise the gift of freedom. Yet, today it seems 
we encourage unlimited personal freedom that ignores our obligation to commitment and 
fidelity to others. Personal fulfillment is the result of commitments. "We find our fulfillment 
as committed individuals bound in kinship, friendship and fellowship to our families, our 
neighbors, and then beyond them to strangers and even to enemies. Without community, 
we wither."!
Fidelity calls us at times to have a willingness to sacrifice. "To live in fidelity we have to 
rearrange our lives, yield control, and forfeit some choices." The great temptation today is 
to succumb to "compassion fatigue" and to a desensitization over the plight of victims of 
abortion and euthanasia. We cannot trivialize abortion and euthanasia as mere exercises 
of personal freedom. When we choose to close ourselves off to the needs of others, we 
deprive ourselves of the gift of life.!

Need for a new agenda!
The debate over abortion and euthanasia reflects a far more serious concern in our 
society today. The exaltation of "choice" and unlimited personal freedom as core values 
only leads to inhumane consequences in so many dimensions of human existence and 
relationships.!
And increasing societal justification of a lack of respect for the gift of life is far too 
prevalent. "Abortion, and now euthanasia, have become socially acceptable acts because 
many have been persuaded that people unfairly lose their freedom when others make 
claims on them that pose burdens and obligations."!
A new agenda calls us to have informed consciences regarding the immorality of laws that 
permit abortion and euthanasia. As citizens we have the right and duty to insist that laws 
respect the right to life. "When disadvantaged or disenfranchised people have their pursuit 
of happiness, their liberty, and even their lives threatened by their nearest neighbors, we 
are bound to stand up for them, and with them."!

How did he respond?!
In light of this call to a new appreciation of fidelity, there is a need for a recommitment to 
an open-ended fidelity to all. In practical terms, we need to assist families, women and 
children, the elderly, frail and dying. We need to help young people appreciate the positive 
values of chastity and support those who offer prayerful and nonviolent witness to the 
sacredness of human life.!
Concrete options for pregnancy counseling, pre- and postnatal care, housing, adoption 
services and material support must be offered to mothers and fathers. We need to 
welcome those who seek reconciliation as a consequence of abortion.!
Most of all, we respond best when we ask, "Who is my neighbor?" and our answer is 
"everyone." Pope John Paul II stated, "In helping the hungry, the thirsty, the foreigner, the 
naked, the sick, the imprisoned – as well as the unborn baby and the old person who is 
suffering or near death – we have the opportunity to serve Jesus."!
We need to see Jesus in the guise of the stranger. "When we go out of our way to help, it 
is not just our neighbor we serve. We serve the Lord of life and we become truly alive 
ourselves." May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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