
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

For more than 20 years, the church in the United States has designated the first week in 
October as "Respect Life" Week. It is a time when the church calls people of faith to reflect 
on the gift of life in a special way. The need to respect the gift of life is not a one week 
celebration each year. Rather, it must be a commitment each day. !

However, the first week in October gives all of us an opportunity in our own lives, our 
families, our parishes, schools and communities to take time to recognize the challenges 
to the gift of life in our society today. The theme of this year's celebration is "The Family … 
the Sanctuary of Life." It is within our experience of family life that we first learn a respect 
for life. Our respect for life comes from our appreciation of life from the moment of 
conception to the moment of natural death. Our respect for life is rooted in the value and 
worth of the human person. !

Contradictions to life!

Unfortunately, there are far too many contradictions to the gift of life in our society today. 
There are more than 1.5 million abortions annually. Some judges may claim that 
euthanasia is a constitutional right. Our response to the increasing violence in our streets 
is to build more prisons and to inflict death on prisoners. Population controllers seek to 
establish a global right to abortion. !

In a draft of a pastoral message from the bishops of the United States on violence in our 
society today, there is an interesting contrast between contemporary violence and our 
need to respect life. !

"Increasingly, our society looks to violent measures to deal with some of our most difficult 
social problems - millions of abortions to address problem pregnancies, advocacy of 
euthanasia and assisted suicide to cope with the burdens of age and illness, and 
increased reliance on the death penalty to deal with crime.“!

"We are tragically turning to violence in the search for quick and easy solutions to complex 
human problems. A society which destroys its children, abandons its old and relies on 
vengeance fails fundamental moral tests. Violence is not the solution; it is the most clear 
sign of our failures. We are losing our respect for human life. How do we teach the young 
to curb their violence when we embrace it as the solution to social problems. We cannot 
teach that killing is wrong by killing."!

The family – sanctuary of life!

How do we restore a greater respect for life in our society today? It must begin in the first 
relationships we have as human beings in the context of a family. The family becomes the 
sanctuary of life where children learn values, experience healing, appreciate love and 
sacrifice from parents who share the gifts of life and love with their children. 
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In the 1993 pastoral message from the bishops of the United States entitled "Follow the 
Way of Love," we read that the family is "the place to share a story or confide a need, to 
play a game, to tell a joke, to watch and cheer on - time to be present to another's failure 
or success, confusion or despair, or moment of decision. The family is the cradle of life." !

To have quality experiences of life and love within a family is one of the greatest 
challenges in our society today. We must find ways to provide solid structures of support 
for husbands and wives in marriage so that they can be effective parents. We need to find 
ways to support single parents whose ministry and responsibilities are often forgotten. The 
church has an important role to play in seeking to develop such structures through our 
parish communities. In strengthening family life, we help to create the environment that 
leads to a greater respect for life. !

The natural choice is life!

We live in a world today that emphasizes the value of choice. However, choice is not 
unbridled freedom without accountability or responsibility. Rather, our choices as human 
beings must reflect who we are as human beings created in the image of God. The natural 
choice for all of us is life. !

Once again this year during "Respect Life" Week, we can take time to appreciate the gift 
of life. We pray that our world may recognize its obligation to respect life. May our joint 
efforts bring all of us to an appreciation of a gift that we can never take for granted. May 
God's grace and peace be yours.!
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