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The Progress

During the first week in October, the church in our country celebrates Respect Life Week. 
Each year, a theme is chosen for this celebration and a booklet published which contains 
excellent resources for education, reflection, discussion and action. The prophet Isaiah 
provides the theme for 1992: "Thus says the Lord, who created you … I have called you 
by name: You are mine." This year's celebration of Respect Life Week tries to address 
issues ranging from a concern for children to abortion, from euthanasia, to the challenge of 
chastity today. It also calls all people of faith to recognize a religious call to political 
responsibility.!

A Catholic Campaign for Children!

In November of 1991, the bishops of the United States issued a powerful pastoral 
statement of advocacy and care on behalf of children entitled “Putting Children and 
Families First: A Challenge for our Church, Nation and World.” The statement is a "call for 
conversion and action - a spiritual and social reawakening to the moral and human costs 
of neglecting our children and families." It is an attempt not only to acknowledge the 
alarming facts about the economic, social and emotional poverty endured by many of our 
children and families, but also to propose a "family-focused" legislative agenda that will 
challenge our nation's leadership, especially in this election year.!

We respond to the haunting needs of vulnerable children by our opposition to abortion and 
support for pregnant women and children, for stronger child support laws, as well as a 
children's tax credit, family and medical leave, and parental choice in education. In this 
election year, every political proposal and every policy should be measured by how it 
enhances or diminishes our children's quality of life and their families' ability to provide 
them with a safe, healthy environment.!

Abortion and euthanasia!

Abortion and euthanasia are two other issues which Respect Life Week tries to address. 
Both abortion and euthanasia contradict the respect for life which should be ours from the 
moment of conception to the moment of natural death.!

Under the current posture of the law, the most vulnerable of our young - the unborn -   
remain at highest risk as a result of abortion. When human beings were dismissed before 
birth, respect for life suffered. Those whom others consider burdensome - the very young, 
the very old, the very sick - are increasingly abandoned.
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Chastity - The Countercultural Virtue!

The 1992 Respect Life Manual contains a challenging chapter on the virtue of chastity. 
The author begins by saying, "Writing about chastity is a little like walking into a minefield. 
To me, chastity means love for God, the total involvement of our lives with God and the 
world. For married couples it involves faithfulness to one's spouse from this love. For 
single and celibate men and women, it means expressing their love for God in faithfulness 
to friends, an enriching faithfulness free from genital expression. Sexuality is a fire which 
both warms in a beautiful way and burns in a dangerous way. It is the mode by which 
spouses unite themselves in love to one new life into the world.”!

Chastity is a value which responds to our respect for life. Yet, the moral vision which 
should be ours is often challenged by conflicting cultural values as well as the yearning for 
intimacy and passion. "It is up to adults in the Christian community to recognize how much 
this forgotten virtue continues to be hidden and to find ways to present it in new and life-
giving ways to our young." In doing so, we must be people of compassion.!

As we challenge ourselves and our society today to respect life, we cannot stand idly by. 
There is a need for Christians to exercise political responsibility by bringing to the public 
forum a respect for the human person, a dedication to the common good, and a deep 
sense of hope, even joy. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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