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The Progress

When was the last time a child invited you to help him dig a hole in the ground to reach 
China? It hadn't happened to me in years. However, when I visited the new Catholic 
preschool program at St. Joseph parish in Issaquah two weeks ago, I visited the 
classroom of preschoolers and then joined them for recess at a new play area on the 
parish grounds. To watch young children at play is an absolute delight. They find 
excitement in the adventure of going as high as they can on a swing, and create incredible 
structures in a sandbox. !

However, one small 4-year-old boy invited me to be part of the adventure of digging deep 
into the sand so that we could reach the other end of the world. The boy handed me a 
shovel and asked if I could help him dig. It's hard to refuse such an invitation; so I got 
down on my knees in the sandbox and began to dig. We didn't reach China, but for a few 
minutes I discovered the wonderful world of a child's imagination. !

Gratitude for teachers!

It was a great experience to stop at St. Joseph's to see this new wonderful program, and 
to return later that evening to celebrate the Eucharist with the parents and children. It is 
great that such innovative educational opportunities are beginning to happen in our 
parishes. However, I also became very much aware that the key to any successful 
program with children is the indispensable presence of a teacher who makes all the 
difference.!

As we enter the second month of a new school year, it would be good to recognize the 
invaluable gift that teachers offer to us in our Catholic schools and religious education 
programs. A teacher has the privilege of being invited to intrude into the mind and spirit of 
young people. A teacher has the responsibility to impart knowledge, facts and information. 
However, teachers in our Catholic schools and religious education programs also share 
with young people the rich gift of our faith tradition. This is an awesome responsibility that 
we need to recognize and appreciate.!

Education: A shared responsibility!

When it comes to religious formation and education of children, we could well expect too 
much from teachers in our Catholic schools and parish religious education programs. 
Parents are the first and primary teachers of our children. The example of parents is so 
essential to the challenge of passing on our faith to the next generation. !

A teacher may well teach children about the importance of the Eucharist and how we live 
out our faith by taking part in the Eucharist each week. Yet, parents can contradict the 
work and efforts of the teacher when they fail to give the example of attending Mass each 
week. Again, when it comes to teaching values and beliefs, example is the far more 
important textbook than any religious education manual. 
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The education of our children is a task we share together as teachers, parents and 
community. Our investment in our children is an investment in the future. When we pass 
on religious values and faith to our children, we share a gift that will impact their entire 
lives. We share this gift most effectively when we live out these values in our lives as 
adults.!

Back to the sandbox!

I indicated earlier that many years have passed since I spent any significant time in a 
sandbox. Yet, my adventure of trying to dig down through the earth to China with a small 
boy made me so very much aware of the difference we adults make when we respond to 
the invitation of a child. The child is crying out for knowledge, meaning, love, attention, 
presence. Thank you to the teachers who respond to this cry in so many magnificent 
ways. Thank you to parents for the difference they make through their example and love. 
May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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