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Do we dare to meet the real needs of the Church?
As a community of faith here in Western Washington, we are indeed fortunate. We live in an 
unequalled part of God’s creation. Our church is very much alive and well as is evident in the life 
of our parish communities, the involvement of men and women in ministry, the response we give 
to social justice, and the commitment of people to the Gospel and our faith tradition. !
Yet, when people in our parish communities are asked what is important to them for a quality 
experience of parish life, over and over again we hear the consistent response of the importance 
of the Eucharist, the presence of a priest to minister to them at significant moments, and the 
need for the church to trace the presence of God in their lives. It is obvious that people in our 
faith community want the quality ministry of priests to serve them. !

Decline in vocations to the priesthood!
Yet, parish communities in our local church already know that there is a shortage of priests 
available to serve them. Resident priests are no longer present in some parishes. Other 
parishes have a reduced staff of priests. Priests themselves are being stretched in countless 
ways to respond to the pastoral care of people and to provide Eucharist for parish communities. !
We respond to the lack of priests by enlisting the help of gifted and competent lay people and 
deacons to whom the pastoral care of a parish community is entrusted. Professional and 
volunteer lay people are being called upon more and more to serve the needs of our people 
which has become a blessing and a necessity whether there was a shortage of priests or not. !
There are many reasons for the decline in the number of priests which range from the expected 
lifetime celibate commitment to the exclusion of women and married people from the priesthood. 
Yet, the church still calls forth young men to consider priesthood as a vocation of service which 
can be life-giving and energizing. The church believes there are present among us potential 
quality candidates for priesthood if we dare to invite them. !

Dare we accept the challenge to encourage priesthood vocations?!
When a need is present in any organization or community, it would seem logical that we do 
everything possible to find ways to meet that need. As we celebrate Vocation Awareness Week 
from October 13th to October 19th, this could well be a time when we renew our commitment not 
only to encourage all baptized people to be aware of their call to ministry, but to seek ways in 
which we respond to a critical need in the church today by encouraging vocations to the 
priesthood. !
This year’s celebration of Vocations Awareness Week has as its theme: “Rooted in Families – 
Nourished in Faith.” There is no doubt that the seeds of all church vocations are rooted in one’s 
family experience. This is especially true for priesthood. Are families in our local church 
encouraging their sons to consider priesthood?
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Vocations are nourished by faith. Our parish communities must provide quality experiences of 
faith so that young men might appreciate the difference they can make in service as priests to 
the church. Parish communities should pray for vocations to the priesthood and dare to call 
individuals by name to consider this vocation. !

The need for priests!
We need priests to serve us. How willing are we to encourage vocations to the priesthood? I 
believe there are many potential quality candidates for priesthood among us. But vocations do 
not just happen. They need prayer, support and encouragement. Our effectiveness as ministers 
in the church today depends so much on the respect we have for the distinct roles and 
responsibilities each of us is asked to share. As a ministry essential for the life of the church, 
each of us should be committed to find ways to promote vocations to the priesthood. !
Challenges are present to priesthood as they are present to every vocation. But a good and 
gracious God guarantees the gifts of grace and support for all of us in each of our vocations. 
Priesthood is a vocation which can bring fulfillment, joy and peace not only to others, but to the 
man himself who responds to the call to be a priest. !
May we as a community of faith have the courage and faith not only to recognize our needs, but 
to do everything possible to meet those needs. We need priests. What can you do to help meet 
this need? May God’s grace and peace be yours. 
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