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The Progress

Earlier this year, the Serra Club of Seattle provided the funding for us to produce a 
wonderful video entitled "Come Join the Celebration." It is a video directed toward high 
school students and young adults which encourages young men to consider a vocation to 
the priesthood. The video provides an insight into the lives of several young men who are 
in different stages of formation and education as candidates for priesthood for the Church 
of Western Washington.!

I must have seen this video a dozen times as I have shared it with different people and 
various groups. The video addresses the questions raised by young men today as they 
consider a vocation to the priesthood - the issues of celibacy and permanent commitment, 
the choices of the head and heart involved in vocational discernment. But what haunts me 
each time I see the video is the theme of the video itself - Come Join the Celebration.!

Priesthood - An invitation into the lives of people!

Never did I see the theme of priesthood being one that calls people to join the celebration 
more than I did earlier this month. I finally reached the age of 60 and I was able to join 
family and friends for a celebration of my entry into a seventh decade. Present at this 
gathering were people who were significant parts of my life over the last 34 years that I 
have served as a priest. I had been invited by them to take part in some of the most 
significant moments of human experience - life and death, marriage and birth, joy and 
hope.!

It was so good visiting with people who have been part of my life and who have enriched 
me by their love, care and concern. They literally invited me as a priest to be part of their 
lives at some of the most important moments of human experience.!

It is such experiences which have sustained me and enriched me in countless ways these 
past 34 years. And it is because of those experiences that I invite young men today to 
consider a vocation to the priesthood. A vocation to priesthood is an invitation to come, join 
the celebration.!

National Vocation Awareness Week!

This week the church in the United States is celebrating National Vocation Awareness 
Week. It is a time when all baptized people are asked to reflect on the challenge each 
person has to live out a vocation to ministry. Baptism calls each and every one of us to 
ministry in the church today.
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Within ministry in the church, there are distinct roles and responsibilities. Each ministry 
must complement the other ministries which continue the mission of Jesus Christ. I find it 
impossible to support lay ministers in the church today who do not support and encourage 
vocations to religious life and priesthood. In turn, I find it likewise impossible to support 
religious men or women and priests or seminarians who do not recognize and support 
professional and volunteer lay ministers. All ministries are essential for the life and well-
being of the church. If there is a need for a specific ministry in the church, we should direct 
our efforts and prayers to encourage people to pursue this ministry. It is obvious today that 
we need priests to serve us in order to celebrate the Eucharist and serve as pastors of our 
parish communities.!

A challenge to encourage priesthood vocations!

Our church in Western Washington has a special challenge today and it is to encourage 
vocations to the priesthood. Such encouragement comes from praying for vocations to  
calling young men by name to consider the option of a vocation to priesthood. Our culture 
does not support the lifetime celibate commitment asked of priests today. Yet, as priests 
live out this commitment, it can be a life-giving and energizing experience.!

I believe I have been fortunate these past sixty years in having the gift of life. I believe I 
have also had a unique opportunity to live out a vocation which has been a source of joy 
and hope for me. Yes, there have been challenging and difficult times. Yet, I would never 
trade them when I reflect on the blessings that have been part of my life - especially the 
blessing of family and friends. I give thanks to all those who have invited me to "Come, 
join the celebration." May we offer the same invitation to young men in our community 
today. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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