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The Progress

Over and over again, when people are asked what is most important to them as members of the 
church today, the response is the parish community to which they belong. The parish is the 
single most important part of the church. Pope John Paul II describes the parish as a 
“community in which and with which Jesus Christ reconfirms the presence of God.” The parish is 
where people find God and God finds us. !
My own understanding of a parish is that it is a gathering of disciples of Jesus with different gifts 
and responsibilities who profess, live and celebrate a faith tradition in union with the local and 
universal church.!

A gathering of disciples!
By reason of baptism, each one of us is called to walk with the Lord, to be disciples of Jesus. A 
parish brings disciples together. As we know, each one of us is unique and different. Each of us 
has different gifts, and we likewise have different responsibilities within our faith community. As 
disciples of Jesus, we profess a common faith which we try to live with the help and support of 
others. And we come together to celebrate that faith in our worship. !
A parish community does not exist in a vacuum. We are part of the local church of the 
archdiocese and we are in union with the church universal. Our identity as Roman Catholics 
comes from not only our own community but also from our relationship to the wider church with 
whom we share a legacy and tradition. !

What are people looking for in their parishes?!
A parish touches peoples’ lives when it responds to the issues that affect our lives as human 
beings and as disciples of Jesus. People today are trying to decipher the signs of the times, 
searching for a spirituality that helps to make sense out of life and to give direction to our lives. 
Parishes respond to this need when they are characterized by a hospitality and willingness to 
listen. Listening to the needs, hopes and dreams of people should become a primary ministry of 
every parish community. !
The celebration of quality liturgy and preaching are concrete responses to the needs of people 
in parish communities. Such worship and preaching help people in their search for God, the 
sacred, and the holy within human existence.!

Not a place where but a people who!
So often we describe our parish communities in terms of the buildings which are used for 
worship, school, recreation and a host of other activities. Such buildings are important for the life 
of every parish community, but a parish is not a place where, but a people who. Buildings and 
staff persons are not ends in themselves, but rather are reflections of the priorities of parish 
communities in fulfilling their ministry and mission. !
In Western Washington, we are blessed with the presence of parish communities which reflect 
the best in our understanding of who we are and what we are asked to be as disciples of Jesus. 
But it is good to ask ourselves what can be done in all of our communities, how we might better 
find God in our experience of church, and, most of all, how God might find us. We fulfill this 
responsibility best when each one of us dares to live out our ministry as people committed to the 
mission and ministry of Jesus. May God’s grace and peace be yours!
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