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The Progress

I have to admit that I am constantly amazed at stories in the press regarding the Catholic 
Church. I am very pleased with the very positive and encouraging accounts found in 
newspapers, as well as on radio and television, on so many of the ministries of the church 
when we hear of the church's outreach to those in need. These are wonderful stories 
which need to be told. !

However, when it comes to public moral positions taken by the church, and especially by 
Pope John Paul II, it is interesting to note how quickly negative judgments are made. 
When Pope John Paul II came to Denver for World Youth Day, the media gave the 
impression that there would be huge protests to greet the almost 200,000 young people 
who had come to celebrate their faith. In reality, there was a small contingent of people 
who expressed their contrary views to Pope John Paul II, but their presence was minimal 
in comparison to the incredible enthusiasm of the young pilgrims who cheered and 
applauded Pope John Paul II as he tried to reach their minds and hearts with the 
challenge of the Gospel. !

The splendor of truth!

For the last two weeks, in both the secular and religious press, we have heard about the 
new encyclical by Pope John Paul II which is addressed to the bishops of the world. Its 
title is "Veritatis Splendor," or "The Splendor of Truth." The press had anticipated the 
release of this encyclical for some time, and had portrayed it as a "hard-line condemnation 
in detail of many moral actions." It seemed almost disappointing that the encyclical did not 
go into the detail that was anticipated. !

Before people have an opportunity to read what the encyclical actually does say, the 
judgments seem to have been made for us regarding its value as a resource for 
discussion and reflection. There is no doubt that the message of the encyclical is 
challenging. It is a meditation on the realities of truth and freedom. The encyclical asks the 
question of how freedom can be of service to moral truth. At the heart of the encyclical is 
the search for the splendor of truth which can give direction to our lives. !

Faith and morality!

The encyclical raises the question of how we connect our moral actions with the faith we 
profess. This is an important issue which we cannot ignore. In a powerful and poetic way, 
Pope John Paul II introduces the encyclical with the familiar story of the rich young man as 
found in the 19th chapter of Matthew's Gospel. The rich young man becomes the "every 
person" in today's society who could well ask, "What must I do to gain eternal life?" Jesus 
presents the challenge to him to be his disciple, but we are told that when the young man 
heard the cost involved, "he went away sad, for he had many possessions." 
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I have always been fascinated with the story of the rich young man. I wonder what might 
have been if he had accepted the invitation from Jesus. Perhaps, the greatest tragedy is 
that the rich young man doesn't even have a name. He remains an anonymous person 
whom we never meet again. !

The challenges!

There is no doubt that the challenges which Pope John Paul II offers in this encyclical will 
be the basis for discussion. The pope analyzes the relationships between moral principles 
and our culture today. He critiques different approaches to morality and the role of 
conscience in the face of objective moral truth. At the same time, as Robert Royal wrote in 
a recent column, "The pope knows that freedom is the wave of the present and the future, 
and he believes freedom, properly understood, is at the heart of a Christian understanding 
of the human person." Royal goes on to add, "What many people in contemporary 
America may find scandalous in this encyclical is that John Paul believes authentic 
freedom can only exist when it participates in moral truth." !

I am happy that I had an opportunity to read the encyclical before I read what the press 
tells me it said. I would encourage every adult Catholic to take time to read this encyclical. 
It's difficult reading at times, with its strong philosophical basis. It will be the subject of 
discussion among people and theologians, and such discussion will be good. More than 
anything else, the encyclical will raise questions for every serious reader on issues 
regarding our lives as disciples of Jesus. !

Pope John Paul II recognizes the difficulties involved in being disciples of Jesus and that 
the full challenge of Christian morality can be "too demanding ... and impossible to 
practice." Yet, the pope goes on to tell us to be open to God's grace and mercy. Yes, being 
a follower of Jesus can be difficult. And yet, somehow or other, with the weakness, failings 
and sin that can occur in my life, and perhaps in the lives of other human beings as well, it 
is this message of God's grace and mercy that makes this encyclical a source of far more 
good news than we ever expected. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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