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The Progress

During any political campaign, there is a great deal of rhetoric where candidates are 
judged on the views they have on different issues. For a candidate to be successful in his 
or her bid for election, there is a need to be "politically correct." To be "politically correct" is 
to subscribe to positions which are part of the political agenda. !

I believe there is a need to ask the question whether being "politically correct" is also being 
"religiously correct.” In the history of salvation, we admire the prophets of the Old 
Testament who dared to challenge what was politically correct at the time. They dared to 
speak God's word and challenge God's people. There is no doubt that they got their point 
across, since they found themselves giving up their lives for being politically incorrect. !

Need to face religious realities!

In reflecting on issues within the church today, I wonder if we are not being held hostage 
by the "political realities" of our time in living out our religious values. The political 
candidate could well indicate personal opposition to abortion, but his or her public stance 
emphasizes the need to give people the right to choose. If a candidate supports an issue 
that benefits us personally, it is so easy to overlook the candidate's opposition to basic 
issues of justice and peace. I wonder what the price will be for our willingness to be 
"politically correct'' in contrast to religious values. !

I began to reflect on this dilemma when I was preparing some reflections for the district 
meeting of the Serra Club, which encourages vocations to ministry in the church, 
especially priesthood and religious life. Allow me to spell out the implications of being 
"politically correct" when it comes to encouragement of vocations to priesthood and 
religious life. !

Vocations to the priesthood and religious life!

When it comes to the encouragement of vocations to priesthood and religious life, there is 
no doubt that there are politically correct issues that impact our support of such vocations. 
Vatican II gave us tremendous insights into values that are central and core to our faith - 
the call of all the baptized to ministry, the ministry of lay people in the church, the need to 
call forth the gifts and talents of all people, especially women, the equality we share as 
sons and daughters of God. We must do everything possible to make these values and 
beliefs a part of our religious life as disciples of Jesus. !

However, it seems that these realities are given an infallibility and priority which makes 
them more important than other religious truths that are central to the teaching of Vatican II 
and our faith tradition. I dare to ask whether in our efforts to be politically correct within our 
religious life, have we sacrificed core religious beliefs and values? 
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Have we sacrificed the ministry of priesthood in the name of the ministry of all the 
baptized? Have we failed to see the values that religious communities of men and women 
offer to us through their fidelity to a religious charism? Have we sacrificed the 
encouragement of men to consider priesthood because we are unable to call women and 
married people to priesthood as well? Are we hesitant to call men to priesthood and men 
and women to religious life with a lifetime celibate commitment because our culture 
emphasizes that such commitments do not make sense? Will we lose the celebration of 
the Eucharist because we do not have enough priests as a result of not encouraging 
vocations to priesthood? Who will sustain the dreams of the founders of religious 
communities which challenged the values of our world? !

Hierarchy of values!

I readily admit that it is easy to ask these questions. However, I know that within our 
religious faith, there is a hierarchy of truth and values. As members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, a core essential value is the Eucharist. To have Eucharist, we need priests. A core 
value for us as Catholics is the presence of men and women committed to the charisms of 
religious life. We need men and women to live out these vocations in our church and 
society today. !

In almost every other aspect of our lives, when there is a central core need, we address 
this need despite the pressure to face other needs as well. The core need for the church 
today is to encourage vocations to priesthood and religious life. !

The prophets of the Old Testament called people back to a fidelity to their heritage and 
tradition, a fidelity to God. The prophetic stance today could well be to recognize the 
needs of the Christian community, and to find ways to respond to these needs. We might 
not be politically correct, but I believe we will be religiously correct, if we do not hesitate to 
say that the Eucharist gives us our identity as a community of faith, to say that we need 
priests and religious to serve the church. We cannot afford to be apologetic about 
encouraging vocations in the church today. !

A challenge!

The challenge I offer is the invitation to live out the core religious values of our faith by 
praying and working in every way possible to encourage vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. The encouragement of such vocations in no way minimizes or contradicts the 
vocation of all people to ministry. Rather, the priesthood, religious life and lay ministry 
should complement one another. !

I believe we face a crucial moment of choice in the church today. Will we be faithful to our 
core religious beliefs? I hope I have the courage to respond not with the politically correct 
answer, but the religiously motivated answer that makes a difference. May God's grace 
and peace be yours. !

Politically or religiously correct?


