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The Progress

This weekend, the Catholic faith community celebrates the Feast of All Saints. In many 
ways, it is good that this wonderful feast falls this year on a weekend. Far more people 
could become aware of one of the basic challenges which disciples of Jesus must face as 
part of all our lives - the challenge to become saints.!

There is a formal process in place today whereby the church acknowledges and 
recognizes a person as a saint. Such formal recognition of a person's holiness is the result 
of a long investigation and must include verification of miracles as a result of the 
intercession of the person proposed as a saint. This process is far different than what 
happened in earlier centuries when people recognized the holiness of people immediately 
and they were included as heroes and heroines for the Christian community.!

The need for saints today!

More than at any other time in our history, there is need for us to recognize saints today, 
people who live among us and who live lives in tremendous fidelity to the Gospel as 
disciples of Jesus. The temptation is to look immediately to the famous people in our world 
today, and to acknowledge them as models for our own lives. Yet, saints are invaluable 
people for all of us because they become mentors and teachers for us as we also try to 
grow in holiness. To find such people, we need not look to the media. We could  
take some time to look around us at people whose seemingly ordinary lives are really 
extraordinary examples for us.!

There are stories of extraordinary commitment to the Gospel which people are living out 
today in every vocation within the church. Married or single, clergy or religious, men or 
women, young or old - there are holy people present among us who could help us live our 
lives as disciples of Jesus.!

Signs of holiness!

Two passages from the Gospel of Matthew give us a clue on what we should look for in 
identifying holy people among us today. Matthew's description of the Last Judgment scene 
is very pointed regarding whom God will welcome into the kingdom at the end of time. God 
will choose those who were able to recognize the presence of Christ among the poor, the 
hungry, the homeless. This has been and remains the challenge for disciples of Jesus for 
all ages.!

The Gospel for the Feast of All Saints offers another clue regarding what is essential for 
holiness. It is the Gospel of the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are more than a listing of 
proscriptions of what we must do but rather of who we should be as disciples of Jesus. 
They point out what it means to share God's life, to reflect God's image and likeness. They 
call us to an integration of our lives as human beings created in the image of God.

October 29, 1992

Where are the saints today?

Continued on next page



To be poor in spirit is not to live in abject poverty, but to put our total trust in God. To be 
people who mourn is not to step back and shake our heads at what is happening in our 
world today, but rather to look for ways to experience conversion. To be single-hearted 
and to hunger and thirst for righteousness are to acknowledge God's will in our lives and 
to find ways to respond. To be peacemakers is to seek ways to create and encourage  
life-giving relationships within the community, relationships in our families, our country and 
our church.!

Saints needed today!

Somehow or other, we must hear the call each one of us has to be saints. Such sanctity 
does not call us out of the world in which we live. Rather, there is the far more difficult task 
to be holy people in our marriages, in living out a single life. We need people in ministry 
and priesthood to be saints. There is a need for saints within the medical, business and 
legal communities. At this time of year, we need saints to be involved in the political 
process. We become saints by daring to see Christ in those around us, especially the 
least fortunate, and by living out the beatitudes in our lives.!

As we celebrate the Feast of All Saints this weekend, it would be good to remember that 
this feast touches our lives in a special way. After all, it is meant to be our feast day as 
well. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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