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The Progress

As citizens of the United States of America, we are a people blessed in countless ways. These 
blessings are especially evident in many concrete and tangible ways, despite the fact that a 
significant number of people in our country experience poverty, unemployment and 
homelessness. Yet, we are a people of hope who search for ways to share our blessings with 
other citizens of this great land. !
Yet, we possess an intangible gift as citizens of our country which is our right and responsibility 
to participate in the political process. The leaders at every level of government are in public 
service because they have been elected to do so. Policy decisions subject to electorate 
approval are in place because people have expressed their opinion and have voted accordingly. 
Our right to vote is a privilege and a responsibility. !

Responsible political involvement!
In our society today, we are debating major public issues which have clear moral dimensions. 
We also know that religious values of people of faith have significant political consequences. We 
are told by some that political issues and religion do not mix. Yet, the religious community has 
an important responsibility toward political life. !
As the Bishops' Statement on Political Responsibility stated, ''We believe our nation is enriched 
and our traditions of pluralism enhanced when religious groups join with others in the debate 
over the policies and vision that ought to guide our nation. Our constitution protects the rights of 
religious bodies to speak out without governmental interference, endorsement or sanction ... the 
national debate is not enhanced by ignoring or ruling out the contributions of citizens because 
their convictions are grounded in religious belief." !
The statement goes on to say, "We join the public debate to share our experience in serving the 
poor and vulnerable and to add our values to the national dialogue over our nation's future. 
What we seek is not a religious interest group, but a community of conscience within the larger 
society, testing public life on these central values. Our starting point and objectives are neither 
partisan nor ideological, but are focused on the fundamental dignity of the human person which 
cuts across the political categories of our day."!
Our religious values call us to be good citizens. As citizens, we need to examine our 
responsibilities: to register and vote; to analyze issues and assess candidates' positions and 
qualifications; and to join with others in advocating for important values. In exercising our right to 
vote and preparing to do so, we share in genuine opportunities and for informed debate and 
choices about the future. !

Vote on November 5th!
Citizens of our state of Washington are invited to exercise their political responsibility next 
Tuesday. Over the past few months, we have tried to bring to people's attention the importance 
of this election. Critical issues are at stake which focus on the gift of life from the moment of 
conception to the moment of natural death. The issues of abortion and euthanasia are not 
neutral issues, but rather reflect a fundamental stance toward life which affects each and every 
one of us. !
May I urge you to vote this Tuesday! May the values which support human dignity and life shape 
your decision in casting your vote. I know these values will shape my decision. May God's grace 
and peace be yours! 

October 31, 1991

The right to vote – a precious gift


