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The Progress

The year 2000 is still more than three years away. Yet, there is a growing consciousness 
among people that the celebration of a new millennium can be a time of grace and 
blessing. A new century and a new millennium provide us with the opportunity to reflect on 
the gifts that each of us has received in our own lifetimes. As I reflect on the years of my 
own life, I stand in awe and wonder at all that has taken place. Incredible discoveries in 
science, technology, medicine and every field of human endeavor are a matter of course. 
We are indeed a blessed people who benefit so much from all that has been given to us.!
Yet, as we reflect on the gifts given to us, we could well ask what gifts can we pass on to 
the next generation and the people of the new millennium. Hopefully, we can preserve the 
blessings we share as citizens of our country with a commitment to human dignity and a 
respect for the common good. However, we also have obligations as people of faith. 
Countless people have contributed incredible amounts of time, effort, and energy to share 
the gift of faith with us. We are the beneficiaries of a legacy of faith and commitment that 
pioneers brought to the Church in Western Washington. In a special way, we must 
acknowledge the incredible contribution of religious women and men who gave a priority to 
education and healthcare as people first came here to the Northwest. Likewise, the early 
settlers came to Western Washington with hopes for a new life and new beginnings. They 
brought with them their dreams and hopes. They also brought their gift of faith. The 
migration of people continued over the years and is an even greater reality today as 
people of different languages, cultures, and traditions settle among us.!

The Challenge of Catechesis!
As people of faith, we have the special obligation to pass on the gift of faith to the next 
generation. This is the challenge of catechesis. According to Vatican II, the purpose of 
catechesis is to develop in believers "a living, explicit and active faith enlightened by 
instruction." A special obligation of pastors in our parish communities, according to the 
Code of Canon Law, is "to see the catechesis of the Christian people, so that, through 
doctrinal formation and the experience of the Christian life, the faith of the people may be 
living, manifest and active.”!
However, the responsibility for catechesis belongs to the whole Christian community. Faith 
grows in the experience of community itself. Catechesis is an ongoing challenge of 
conversion which is a lifelong process. Growth in the knowledge and practice of our faith 
must be part of the lives of children and adults. Catechesis asks us to proclaim the gospel 
message, celebrate our faith in prayer and worship, build up the community of faith, and 
promote peace and justice.
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Celebrating the Eucharist and Sacraments!
Passing on our faith to the next generation especially involves preparing our children and 
ourselves to celebrate the sacraments which are encounters with Christ at significant 
moments in our lives. In a special way, we must give a priority to the celebration of the 
Eucharist. Children prepare to meet Christ in the Eucharist by first celebrating God's 
healing power in the sacrament of reconciliation. If the first experiences of healing and 
nourishment are important to us as children, they should be even more important as we 
grow into adulthood.!
In the course of our lives, we complete the experience of initiation through Confirmation. 
We also are able to encounter Christ's presence through the sacraments of vocation as 
well as Christ's presence to us at times of illness through the Anointing of the Sick. Each 
of these encounters with Christ builds up the life of faith we receive at baptism.!

Our Rich Tradition and Teaching!
As people of faith, we are blessed with the gift of a rich tradition and teaching that the 
church has shared with people for almost 2000 years. How well do we know the teachings 
of the church? How much time do we give to serious reflection, study and discussion of 
what the church shares with us? In countless ways, church teaching offers a challenge to 
all of us to appreciate the human person, the gift of human life, the importance of the 
family, the commandments as a guide for Christian living. Moreover, the church shares 
with us the Word of God and liturgy where we profess and celebrate our faith. Yes, as 
adults today, we are indeed blessed with all these gifts and countless others.!
If we are to pass on the gift of faith to the next generation, we must take time to appreciate 
our rich tradition and teaching of the church. We share values, convictions and beliefs with 
others in a convincing way only when these same values, convictions and beliefs are 
important to us and we integrate them into our lives.!
Yes a new millennium is near. What gifts will we pass on to the next generation? 
Hopefully, we will have the courage and conviction to pass on the gift of faith. It is the gift 
that makes a difference in time and eternity. May God's gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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