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The Progress

There are certain times in our lives as individuals that become unique moments of grace. 
They can be moments of joy such as the birth of a child, or moments of sadness when we 
encounter sickness or death. There are also designated moments in the passage of time 
that become significant occasions for all people as well. They range from anniversaries of 
the founding of a country to national holidays that call us to remember significant events in 
human experience. !

However, we are approaching one of the most significant events in our lives as human 
beings. In the year 2000, we will celebrate the beginning of a new millennium. It is a time 
that not only marks the end of one century and a thousand-year period of time, but it is a 
celebration of a new era in the history of the human race. However, a new millennium is 
also a religious moment, a time of grace that calls us to conversion and a deeper 
spirituality. It is a time of jubilee!!

The great jubilee!

In the history of the Jewish community, every 50 years was a special time of grace. In 
preparation for the 50th year, during the 49th year, a ram’s horn would be blown to 
announce a year of peace and regeneration. According to Jewish law and custom, there 
would be no harvest and the soil would be left fallow. Property would be redistributed, 
debts would be forgiven and slaves were set free. It would be a time for reconciliation, 
forgiveness of sins, and a commitment to social justice. It would be a time of conversion. !

The year 1300 would initiate the celebration of the Jubilee Year within the Christian 
community. Every 50 years would become a “Holy Year” characterized by prayer, 
pilgrimage, forgiveness of sins and reconciliation. The year 2000 has a special 
significance since it not only ushers in a new century, but it welcomes us to a new 
thousand-year period of time. Pope John Paul II recognized the importance of this 
moment. He calls the church to celebrate the new millennium as a time for new 
evangelization with a renewed impetus to the proclamation of the Gospel.!

Preparing for the Year 2000!

Pope John Paul II is asking all members of the church to prepare for the year 2000 in a 
spirit of prayer and thanksgiving. The Holy Father invites us from 1997 to 1999 to 
contemplate the mystery of the Trinity, revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. Each year has a 
special focus and theme. !

The pope invites us during 1997 to keep our gaze fixed on Jesus Christ as savior. It will be 
a year to listen to Jesus as teacher and evangelizer. 1997 will be a time to renew our 
interest in and our commitment to the Sacred Scriptures and the teaching of the church in 
order to deepen our faith in Jesus Christ. It will be a year to appreciate the gift of baptism 
which is the foundation for Christian life. 
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In 1998, the pope asks us to be aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit who calls each 
individual to recognize his or her gifts and talents for the benefit of the Christian 
community. In 1999, Pope John Paul II invites us to praise “Our Father who is in heaven.” 
It is a time to listen again to Mary telling the servants at Cana, and all of us as well, to do 
whatever Jesus tells us. It is a year that emphasizes the sacrament of reconciliation and 
calls all people to conversion of spirit, mind and heart. !

A time of grace for the Church in Western Washington!

The Jubilee Year of 2000 has a special significance for us here in Western Washington. In 
the year 2000, we will celebrate our 150th anniversary as a local church. It will be a time to 
cherish the past, appreciate the present moment, and work to create a future filled with 
hope. In a special way, it will be a time to pass on the gift of faith to the next generation. !

During these remaining years of this present century and millennium, we hope to find 
ways to make this time a moment of grace. However, if these years of 1997 to 1999 are to 
be significant for us, we need to be open to the challenge that the Holy Father asks of us.!

In a few short years, we will cross the threshold into a new millennium. Hopefully, as we 
experience this unique passage in time, we will seek a renewal in faith, hope and charity. 
We hope we will be able to proclaim with faith and enthusiasm that Jesus Christ is the 
savior of the world, yesterday, today, and forever. If we take this challenge, the new 
millennium will usher in a time of grace that will make all the difference. May God’s gifts of 
grace and peace be yours in abundance. !
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