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The Progress

For the last seven years, I have served as chair of the Bishops' Committee on 
Stewardship. Our responsibility has been to develop a greater awareness about the 
meaning of stewardship within our own lives and the lives of our people. During the first 
few years of our existence as a committee, we searched for ways to accomplish this goal. 
One simple response would have been a catalogue of stewardship programs that 
described successful responses to the challenge of stewardship. !

However, as a result of discussion, discernment and prayer, we reached the conclusion 
that it would be far better to develop a pastoral letter on stewardship. This pastoral letter 
would frame the challenge of stewardship within the far more fundamental issue of faith. 
Two years ago the committee completed the pastoral letter and presented it to the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops for approval. It received overwhelming approval. 
The title of the pastoral was "Stewardship: A Disciple's Response." !

The challenges of stewardship!

The pastoral letter is really a reflection on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. It calls 
us to an awareness that each one of us has a vocation to live out our faith in the world 
today as disciples of Jesus. Living out our faith is not a one-time decision, but rather a 
conscious ongoing commitment that becomes part of who we are and what we do. 
Stewardship asks us to look at the gifts, talents and resources we possess and to 
recognize that God is the origin for these gifts. We are literally trustees of all that we 
possess. !

It is difficult to share the challenge of stewardship in today's world, especially in our own 
American society. We have developed an enormously productive economy that depends 
on consumerism to keep growing. We are a throw-away culture where the packaging of 
products we purchase is seemingly as important as the product itself. Time has become 
the great commodity where we spend more and more money to save time. There is a 
reluctance to believe in absolute truth or values. The focus seems to be on ourselves as 
we seek different options to bring us happiness, fulfillment and self-satisfaction. !

A new vision!

Stewardship provides us with a new vision, a vision that asks us to look at who we are and 
what we possess in terms of our faith in God. At the heart of the Gospel message is the 
challenge to see the face of God in the face of the poor. The ministry of Jesus is an 
ongoing story of taking fragments of creation that multiply as they are shared. We 
celebrate Eucharist where we do what Jesus did by taking bread which is broken and wine 
that is poured out and they become the body and blood of Jesus. The powerful Last 
Judgment scene in Matthew's Gospel provides a concrete measurement of how 
successful our lives really are. 
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Stewardship provides the lens whereby we ask ourselves how do we use what we 
possess. How do we use our time in helping to fulfill the mission and ministry of Jesus 
today? How do we share our talents where we can help build up the kingdom of God 
among us? How can we share our resources to help meet the many needs of our 
parishes, diocese, schools, charities, and countless other good causes? !

A personal reflection!

I have served on countless committees in my life. However, no committee had such a 
profound effect on me as did the Bishops' Committee on Stewardship. It forced me to ask 
the question, "What do I own and what owns me?" Most of all, it made me take a whole 
new look at poverty. By poverty I don't mean the religious vow or the human condition 
endured by countless people in our world today. Rather, I mean a poverty that 
acknowledges that I do not have control over so much that happens in my life. I have 
begun to recognize more and more that faith calls me to recognize God's agenda in my 
life, the need to give up the many ways in which I might try to meet my needs and to forget 
the challenge of faith and stewardship. !

Such poverty is indeed radical. However, like so much else within the Christian economy, 
this poverty brings us riches beyond our wildest dreams. !

Next week, the Stewardship Committee will cease to exist as it completes its final tasks. 
As a committee, we can look back and name what we have done. Yet, I have to admit 
there will be some nostalgia as this occurs. However, the gift that remains is the grace that 
this experience has brought to me for which I will be forever grateful. May God's grace 
and peace be yours. !
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