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The Progress

Each year in mid-November, the bishops of the United States gather in Washington, D.C. 
for an annual meeting of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the United 
States Catholic Conference. For weeks beforehand, the media calls attention to the issues 
which will be part of the agenda for this annual gathering of almost 300 bishops in the 
United States.!

Over the years that I have served as a bishop, this November meeting has been a unique 
experience. It is a time especially to gather with others who share the same ministry and to 
renew friendships through informal contacts, conversation and prayer. It is definitely a time 
to become aware of the rich diversity which characterizes the church in our country. It is 
always a learning experience for me as I listen to other bishops who address the same 
issues of importance in our local Church.!

The agenda for 1992!

The agenda for the annual meeting of the bishops in our country follows a certain rhythm 
with reports from standing committees as well as consideration of pastoral and liturgical 
guidelines for professing and celebrating our faith. Each November meeting often has key 
issues scheduled for discussion. This year's agenda includes a discussion and vote on 
three proposed pastoral letters which consider the role of women in community and the 
church, stewardship and evangelization.!

I have to admit that the discussion and vote on the proposed pastoral letter on stewardship 
will be important to me since I have chaired the Ad Hoc Committee which drafted this letter 
over the past few years. Likewise, the proposed pastoral letter on evangelization has a 
special appeal to us here in Western Washington as we reach out to a community in which 
65 percent of the people have no church affiliation. Yet, as we know from the media, the 
pastoral letter which has generated the most comments has been the reflection on the role 
of women in society and the church.!

Pastoral letter on women!

Over the past few years, four drafts have been distributed as the result of the work of a 
committee which has been in existence for almost ten years. From the very beginning, 
there have been strong voices which support the pastoral and those who find great 
difficulty with it. The present fourth draft is no different. Many people have written to 
bishops calling for the affirmation of the pastoral letter because it clearly presents church 
teaching and tradition on issues of ordination and ministry in the church. Others have 
written to criticize the pastoral for not calling women to full and equal participation and 
responsibility in the life of the church. And yet, in the development of the pastoral letter, a 
dialogue has begun and continues with women to address issues of concern to all people 
in the church today.
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The media will cover the discussion and debate on the pastoral letter on women. What the 
final result will be, I do not know. But I do know that I have learned much over these past 
few years in listening to the different voices of women and men in response to the 
proposed pastoral letter.!

Request for prayers!

As the bishops of the United States gather in Washington, D.C. this week, I ask for your 
prayers. Bishops have a unique responsibility today in a world and a church where they, 
like everyone else, are trying to respond to the challenge of the Gospel.!

I believe I am fortunate in being asked to serve this local Church of Western Washington. 
And yet, I know the issues, the unresolved questions, the tensions, the joys, and the 
hopes present within the lives of individuals and the community. I also know that any gifts 
or resources I possess mean little or nothing without being open to the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. As a bishop, I am asked to be a teacher, a leader who celebrates word and 
sacrament with people, and the leader of a local church. I fulfill this responsibility not on 
my own terms, but on the terms of a Gospel and tradition which seeks to bring unity to 
who we are as a community of faith. Please pray for me that I may respond to this 
challenge with courage, faith and especially hope. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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