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The Progress

After the devastating hurricane took place in South Florida, Archbishop McCarthy of Miami 
was given a tour of the devastated area by helicopter. On one of the few roofs remaining 
on one of the houses, there was a huge message painted in bright colors. The message 
read: "O.K. God, you've got our attention! What do you want?"!

This intriguing human experience was the basis of a homily I heard last Sunday at the 
meeting of the bishops in Washington, D.C. The story complemented the Sunday readings 
which spoke in terms of the end of the world when we are asked to recognize the signs of 
the times. It is unfortunate that natural disasters such as Hurricane Andrew force us to ask 
a fundamental question regarding our relationship to God. In reality, God is trying to gain 
our attention in so many experiences of our daily lives.!

The signs of the times!

There are signs all around us which speak of God's presence. Every breath we take, every 
encounter with another human being and the countless experiences we have of 
relationships with family, friends and our faith community should announce God's 
presence to us. Yet, these are the experiences we take so much for granted.!

It is unfortunate that we seek to find God and yearn for God's presence in the difficult 
moments of life when sickness, death or tragedy enter our lives. In reality, it is much easier 
to discover God in the challenging moments of life when we recognize God's presence in 
our daily lives.!

"What do you want?"!

Our experience of God in our daily lives, as well as in difficult situations, should prompt us 
to ask what God wants of us. In reality, it seems that the best answer to this question is to 
recognize the basic truth that anything we possess, or any talent or ability which is ours, 
are really gifts of a good and gracious God. We are caretakers of all that we possess. This 
then becomes the great challenge of the Christian life of discovering how we use our gifts 
to share God's presence with others.!

We experience and share God's presence in a special way as members of a community of 
faith. The sacraments are an encounter with God at significant moments in our lives. Our 
involvement in our parish and local church calls us to live lives of service to others. Our 
generosity through our use of our time, talent and resources is a concrete sign of our 
response to God's generosity.
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‘O.K. God! You’ve got our attention!’
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The challenge!

Discovering and recognizing God's presence and asking what God wants of us are 
questions for us not only as individuals, but as a church as well! We must constantly ask 
how all our decisions will improve our relationship with God, how our actions bring unity 
and peace and how living out our faith enables us to be faithful to the Gospel and our 
tradition as a community of faith.!

It is amazing how a natural disaster such as Hurricane Andrew would prompt someone to 
ask a basic question of human and religious life. "O.K. God, you've got our attention! Now 
what do you want? It is a question well worth asking ourselves each day! May God's grace 
and peace be yours!!

‘O.K. God! You’ve got our attention!’


