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A time of thanksgiving
At the recent meeting of the bishops of the United States in Washington, D.C., a significant 
amount of time was given to a discussion on the holy days of obligation which are part of our 
tradition as a community of faith. !
It is interesting to look back in history to discover how these various holy days became part of 
our lives as people of faith. Each of the holy days which we observe has a strong foundation in 
human experience because the mystery which they celebrate speaks to the life and experience 
of people. !
The traditional holy days remain intact and there is a real need to rediscover the meaning which 
these mysteries of our faith have for each of us. Yet, as the discussion took place on the holy 
days of the church, little was said of the holy days which we have created in the midst of a 
secular culture. We celebrate such a day next week when we observe Thanksgiving Day. !

For what do we give thanks?!
For many, Thanksgiving Day will be a time to come together as family and friends to share a 
meal. For countless people, it will be a time to gather in prayer. It is wonderful to see how many 
people begin Thanksgiving Day by celebrating the Eucharist which is the great act of 
thanksgiving for disciples of Jesus. Thanksgiving Day has become a "holy day" for so many 
people. Within the human spirit, there is a deep desire to give thanks for so much that we take 
for granted. !
As I anticipate Thanksgiving Day, l know I look forward to the opportunity of becoming far more 
conscious of the gifts which a good and gracious God has shared with me. I give thanks for the 
gift of life, and I wish my parents were alive so I could express my gratitude to them. I give 
thanks for my brother and sister, their spouses and children for all that they have been and 
continue to be for me. !
I give thanks for the Catholic faith which gives meaning to my life and the opportunity to live out 
that faith as a priest and bishop of the church. I give thanks to God for allowing me to share 
whatever gifts I have with this wonderful part of God's creation which we know as the Church of 
Western Washington. I give thanks for the friends who have been part of my life and who enrich 
me by their support, encouragement, presence and love !
Thanksgiving may not be a "holy day" in the traditional sense of the word, but it is a time when 
we become very conscious of a good and gracious God who shares countless gifts with us that 
we could well take for granted. 
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The challenge to give thanks!
There is no doubt that Thanksgiving Day, 1991, may well be a time of uncertainty. Where is the 
economy going? How bad is the recession which is touching so many lives today? Will the 
recently liberated countries of Eastern Europe experience real freedom and growth? Will peace 
come to Croatia? Is there a solution to the problems in the timber industry? Will young people 
use their gifts and talents to shape a world to become a better place? Will we really achieve 
peace among people in families, communities and nations? !
There are a thousand and one questions which plague us. Yet, in the midst of all this 
uncertainty, we pause to give thanks to God for all that we take for granted. May this 
Thanksgiving Day be a time not only to give thanks, but a time as well to stop and remember the 
blessings which a good and gracious God shares with each of us. May God's grace and peace 
be yours.
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