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The Progress

In the course of the year, the church invites us to celebrate the great mysteries of God’s 
plan of salvation. Each year, we relive the saving actions of God who reveals the divine 
presence in countless ways. The feasts range from the great triumph of Jesus over sin 
and death at Easter to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.!

We joyfully come to the crib at Bethlehem on Christmas and stand in wide-eyed wonder as 
Jesus ascends to the heavens.!

But the church not only designates individual days on which we celebrate God’s love, but 
also identifies seasons of days and weeks which become sacred time. The days and 
weeks of Lent and Pentecost have their own unique attraction, but it is the season of 
Advent that has always captured my imagination. !

Advent brings us back in time to experience the waiting of people for the coming of Christ. 
But Advent also asks us to recognize the way in which Christ comes among us today. 
Finally, Advent points to the end of time when Christ will come again.!

Reform your lives!

The Roman Calendar is quite explicit when it describes the Advent season. It tells us: 
“Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas when Christ’s first 
coming to us is remembered; as a season when that remembrance directs the mind and 
heart to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.”!

Isaiah and John the Baptist become the voices of Advent for us. The church proposes 
readings for our prayer and reflection that become powerful challenges to all disciples of 
Jesus in today’s world.!

In poetic language Isaiah dreams of the day when God will gather all nations in the eternal 
peace of the Kingdom of God. Isaiah tells us the day will come when God will judge the 
poor with justice. Isaiah asks us to prepare the way of the Lord by lowering the mountains 
and filling up the valleys to make a straight path. !

In contrast, John the Baptist calls upon all people: “Reform your lives! The reign of God is 
at hand.”!

To reform our lives is to look at the priorities that give meaning to who we are and what we 
do. Advent is a time to name the values that motivate us and to determine whether they 
reflect the values of the Gospel. Then we must decide whether we need to reshape and 
refocus what is really important to us. We do so not only to recall the birth of Christ 
centuries ago, but to prepare for Christ’s coming among us once again.
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Already and not yet!

Advent puts us in a parenthesis of liturgical time and celebration. It is a time to celebrate 
what has already taken place when Christ came among us as a child, but also to look 
forward to the day when Christ will return in glory. As we await the coming of a new 
millennium, Advent has a special challenge. For some, the new millennium is a time to 
fear as we hear predictions of great disasters and the end of the world. However, for 
disciples of Jesus, the coming years are a time of grace as we celebrate Christ’s presence 
among us now and the return of Christ among us as the Lord of time and eternity. !

Here in Western Washington, as we prepare for our 150th anniversary as a local church in 
the year 2000, this Advent can be a time to welcome the wind and fire of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence among us. It is our openness to the Holy Spirit that will help us reform our lives 
to help us be faithful disciples of Jesus.!

Mary: Model of Advent waiting!

No one is a better model for us during the season of Advent than Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Mary is the example of patient and prayerful waiting as she hears God’s Word and 
waits for that Word to take on flesh and blood. She knew the Holy Spirit was present to 
her. Despite the challenges of facing what must have been a critical community because 
of her pregnancy, she waited with patience and hope. Her faith in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit sustained and nourished her. !

Mary would dare to hear God’s Word and allow that Word to come alive within her. In so 
many ways, that same challenge is ours today. The Holy Spirit is present among us. The 
Holy Spirit continues to guide the church. The Holy Spirit speaks to us today though we 
have questions, doubts and anxieties. Mary’s prayerful, patient and hopeful waiting 
become an example to all of us. Yes, Christ was born. Yes, Christ is among us today. Yes, 
Christ will come again. !

Do we dare to believe the message of Advent? Do we dare to make the Advent message 
a part of our lives? It is the best way to reform our lives and to make this Christmas a time 
when Christ will live more fully within us. !

May you have a blessed Advent and may God’s grace and peace be yours. !
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