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The Progress

There are few experiences as hectic for parents and other adults than the challenge 
offered to us during the Christmas season when we must choose the gifts we want to offer 
our children. There is tremendous pressure on us to purchase the toy or game which 
advertisements tell us no normal child can live without. And yet, somehow or other, we 
know they will survive. !

However, there are few moments so heartwarming to adults than to watch the joy and 
excitement of children as they unwrap packages of Christmas gifts. And there are few 
more tragic moments than to see children who receive no gifts at Christmas. !

The important gifts!

The ideal gift we all want to offer a child, as well as to fellow adults, is a gift that lasts. So 
many garage sales are filled with items that once were Christmas gifts. So much that we 
purchase at this time of year become throwaway objects. !

However, there is one gift which parents and adults are able to offer children and young 
people that has a value not only at Christmas, but year round and for a lifetime. It is the gift 
of faith, the gift of passing on to the next generation the values, convictions and beliefs 
which we consider critical for meaningful human existence. !

The gift of faith is not a tangible reality which we can put in a box, cover with wrapping 
paper and tie up with a beautiful bow. Rather, faith and religious values are passed on to 
the next generation by the example we offer to children through who we are and what we 
do. Faith becomes alive for children and young people when it is integrated into our daily 
lives in simple religious practices, in conversations, in discussions of contemporary issues 
that cry out for religious meaning and understanding. !

Christmas is a good time to think about the really important gifts we might offer our 
children. A gift that truly lasts and makes a difference is the gift of faith. !

Importance of adult faith!

It is interesting to note that in the early Christian community, the emphasis was on adult 
faith. The disciples and apostles of Jesus approached the adults of a community to whom 
they proclaimed the Good News. An adult-centered faith was a priority for the first 
Christians. !

An adult-centered faith is still a priority for the church and community today. Long before 
children begin religious education and formation experiences in CCD programs or a 
Catholic school, parents and family members pass on to children critical values and 
beliefs. Hopefully, children will not begin religious formation and education without some 
knowledge and awareness of prayers and core Christian values. 
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Parish religious education programs and Catholic schools cannot pass on the faith 
effectively to young people if parents do not offer their support and encouragement, 
especially by their example. After all, parents are the primary educators for their children. 
Religious education programs and Catholic schools merely cooperate with this basic 
parental right and responsibility. !

Create a future filled with hope!

Our society promotes conflicting values today in countless areas of human experience. 
We know the problem of violence which seems to be a new cancer touching the lives of so 
many people. We read about different attitudes toward business ethics, sexuality, family 
life and political responsibility. Many adults yearn for an approach to these issues and 
many others which reflects religious values. When we take the risk of trying to apply 
religious values to our lives and the society in which we live, then we pass on an 
incredible gift to our young people. We pass on the gift of faith. !

Passing on the gift of faith is a primary responsibility of parents. And yet, the community at 
large must support the efforts of parents. Our parishes should seek ways to support 
parental efforts in the important task of the education and formation of their children. !

If we can, it's worth buying that toy or game for a young person just to watch their faces on 
Christmas Day. But if we really care about them, if we want to create a future filled with 
hope, then we will dare to offer them a gift which we must share every day of the year. We 
must share with them the gift of our example and commitment to be disciples of Jesus. It's 
an invaluable gift well worth sharing. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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