
Diocese of Great Falls - Billings

P. O. Box 1399 .Great Falls. MT 59403 .[406) 727-6683

Homily
January 22, 1987
St. Ann's Cathedral
CELEBRATION FOR RESPECT
Most Reverend Thomas J.

LIFE
Murphy

Whenever people of faith gather together to celebrate the
Eucharist, we profess in a powerful way our appreciation of
the gift of life. We acknowledge that gift of life which
God shared with us on the day of our baptism, and we give
thanks for the nourishment which God offers us in the
gift of His Body and Blood.

But as we gather to celebrate Eucharist, we are also most
conscious of the gift of human life which enables us to lift
our voices in song and prayer, which empowers us.to be p'resent
here physically. It happens so often that when this gift of~
human life is threatened through sickness or death that we
begin to appreciate it in a much more powerful way.

' "

We gather this afternoon once afain to give thanks to God for
the gift of His life within each of us. But in a very special
way today, we focus our attention and prayer on the gift
of human life. Today marks the anniversary of the court
decision when it became legal withjn our society to deprive
the unborn to the right to life. In the past fourteen years,
as a result of that court decision, countless unborn children
were never given the opportunity to experience hu~an life as
a new-born child.

What do disciples of Jesus do in the face of this reality? I
believe we must first ask forgiveness of our God for the
way in which our society does not appreciate the gift of life.
I believe that as disciples of Jesus, we must do all we can
to restore a respect for life among all people from the moment
of conception to the moment of death. We must help to create
a new heart and a new spirit within ourselves and people today.

In the Letter to the Hebrews today, Paul tells us that "Jesus
is always able to save those who approach God through him."
In the Gospel, we see those with afflictions trying to reach
out to Jesus as Healer and Savior. The unclean spirits even
recognize Jesus as the "Son of God."

We look today to Jesus to save us and the world in which we
live. We acknowledge Jesus as Son of God and Lord of Life.
We ask Jesus to help us reverse the values of the world in
which we live so that they might reflect the values of the Gospel,
values which emphasize especially the gift of life.

May our celebration today help us to appreciate life, to do
all we can to save the lives of the unborn, to work for peace
and justice, to strive for the eliminatiOn of poverty and
homelessnass. Jesus gave His life to save us. May we give
our lives to save the lives of others.


