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~e come together this afternoon to celebrate the mid-point ,. 
in our Lenten journey of faith. For the last three and a half 
weeks, we have joined with the catechumens and the candidates 
for full comunion with the Church in the rediscovery of who we 
are as members of the Roman Catholic faith community. This search 
for our identity is a life-time experience, but each year it has 
a special focus during Lent when we are asked to re-live the 
mystery of Christ's life, death, passion and resurrection. 

The Word of God tells us this weekend that the heart of this 
mystery is LOVE - a love which would prompt the Father to give 
up to death His only begotten Son for the life of the world. 
The CROSS becomes the symbol of God's love for you and for me. 
The Cross becomes the challenge we are to live out:·in our daily 
lives as we serve one another and our God. 

We celebrate the mystery of God's love and the Cross with a very 
special group of people today within the Christian community. 
We ,gather this afternoon for the 40th celebration of Scouting 
Sunday, a time when we acknowledge the serviceswhich Scout Leaders 
and scouts themselves offer to the Christian community. We will 
present awards to young people and l~aders who have invested time, 
work, energy and service on behalf of others. 

What we do this afternoon could well be done, in the minds of some, 
in a public hall, gymnasium or auditorium. But we choose to come 
to this Cathedral Church of St. James, and in the context of 
the Eucharist, we celebrate the gift of life and love shared by 
scouts and scout leadership in their service of others as they 
liv~ out the mystery of the Cross and God's love in their own 
lives. 

Scouts arid Scout leaders within the Catholic community have a 
special challenge. They are asked to be faithful and true, loyal 
and honest to all that scouting asks of them. But that is not 
enough if they are to be involved in Catholic scouting. Scouts 
and scout leaders must witness their faith by their fidelity to 
all that the Church asks of us. Scouts and scout leaders must 
be nourished each week by the Eucharist and celebrate often 
the healing found in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Scouts and 
Scout Leaders must be people of prayer and commitment. They must 
share their gifts of time and talent with their local parish and the 
faith community of the Archdiocese. 
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The awards and recognition which we share with people today w111 
mean little or nothing unless these awards and recognition come 
live in our lives as members of the Church today. To be a scout 
today is a commitment to human ideals and values. But to be 
involved in Catholic scriuting is to be committed to God's love 
and the Cross which God shares with us. It is to be committed 
to a community of faith where people will be able to recognize 
the unique gift we offer. 

A special challenge to scouts and scout leaders is to create an 
environment for young people to be ministers in the Church today 
and tomorrow. Ways must eb found to encourage scouts to consider 
lives of service to the Church community in lay ministry, diaconate, 
religious life and priesthood. Our coming together for this 
Eucharist is what makes the difference between this group of 
leaders and scouts and a similar grouping in another setting. 
We come here to this Cathedral Church because of the challenge 
of God's love and the symbol of the Cross which we are asked 
to live out each day. 

Only a few weeks remain until we celebrate the joy, life and 
hope of Easter. May these weeks that remain in this Lenten season 
be a time for all of us to reflect on God's love and the challenge 
of the Cross. May these weeks be a special time for scout leaders 
and scouts to recognize the challenge which is theirs - a challenge 
to love and to serve others as Jesus did - despite the cost. 


